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TO THE 


UNDERGRADUATES OF THE UNIVERSITIES OF 

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE, 

AND TO ALL THOSE OF EVERY DENOMINATION, 
WHO HAVE NOT YET SATISFIED THEMSELVES 
WITH RESPECT TO THEIR RELIGIOUS 
AND INFINITELY MOST IMPORTANT CONCERNS 
BY A REGULAR INQUIRY INTO THEM, 

THESE SERMONS 
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TOPICS COMPENDIOUSLY DISCUSSED IN THEM 
JS MOST EARNESTLY RECOMMENDED 
BY 

THEIR VERY FAITHFUL FRIEND 

THE AUTHOR. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


O F the following Sermons the eight firft, 
which were preached at the Bampton- 
Ledure, contain a view of our Religion with 
regard to itsfubftance, hidory, evidences, and 
the objections hy which it is oppofed; the 
two next deduce from Scripture the do&rine 
of the Trinity; the eleventh is defigned to 
point out the general conduit which is re* 
qoired of us, in oppofition to an unwarrant* 
addc dependence upon the divine mercy; and 
the lafb teaches ns how to commence our 
Chriftian pradice mod: properly and mod ad* 
vantageonfly with the worfhip of God. 

ha thefe Sermons the author trufts he has 
dated con rifely and determmately the infor- 
> mation. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


mation, which is bell calculated to excite a 
belief in the do&rines of Chrillianity, as it is 
profefled in our truly Apoltolical Church; 
and to eftablilh the pra&ice of it upon the 
moll durable foundation : at leall he can 
alfert with confidence, that he has endea¬ 
voured faithfully to reprelent in them what 
he himfelf feels to be the ground-work and 
lupport of his own Religion. 

What mull follow from a rejection of Re¬ 
velation and a total dependence upon human 
philolbphy, the Almighty has been pleafed to 
permit us to learn with certainty from the 
dreadful Hate, to which we have feen a 
neighbouring and powerful nation in a lhort 
time reduced. What are the confequences 
even of a partial adoption of luch principles, 
the want, which we experience in our own 
Conduct, of religious motives and religious 
trull too often, unhappily evinces. 

May God grant that thefe principles and 
thefe confequences may not increase among 
us! May a.lober and regular attention to the 

do&rines 
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ADVERTISEMENT. vii 

doArines and duties of Chriftianity, which 
are. univerfally calculated to produce in us 
habits of contentment and of exertion in our 
different Rations, and an animating confidence 
in that all-perfeA Being who has placed us 
in them, fecure for us the enjoyment of thefe 
invaluable attainments here, and that hap- 
pineis which is to be their everlafting recom- 
pence hereafter! 
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SERMON I. 


i PET. ii Ki?. _ 

Be ready always to give an anfwer to every 
man , that ajketh you a reafon of the Hope 
. that is in you. 

I T is a diftingpilhing property of Chrifti- 
anity, that it not only admits of a rational 
inquiry into its truth, but alfo incites its pro- 
feilors to this inquiry in the moil forcible 
manner, making it a part of their religious 
duty. We are commanded in the text to be 
always ready to give an anfwer to every man, 
that afketh us a reafon of the Hope that is in 
us: or, in other words, we are commanded to 
fatisfy ourfelves univerfally of the truth of our 
Religion, fo as to be prepared on all occafions 
to affign our reafons for believing in it. 

Our Religion may be confidered with regard 
to its fubilance, with regard xo its hiftory, with 

B ' regard 
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regard to the arguments by which it is 
confirmed, and with regard to the objections 
by which it is oppofed. Thefe four great 
topics include the principal circumftances 
which affeCt our Chriltian Faith : under them 
we have ample means of Satisfying both our- 
Selves and others concerning the Hope that is 
in us. 

And many are the reafons, which ought to 
induce us, on occafions like the preSent, to 
prepare ourfelves by a general diScuffion of 
thefe great topics to comply with the com¬ 
mand of the text. 

In an age when the real Subftance of our 
Religion is mifreprefented by men of the mod 
oppofite characters and intentions;—when the 
manner, in which it has been received and 
conveyed down to us, is traduced by the moft 
infidious and unfupported infinuationswhen 
the arguments in its defence are ftudioufly dis¬ 
joined fr6m each other, and frittered away by 
Succeffive detractions of many of their moft 
convincing parts ;—and when the whole body 
of old objections againft it is recalled, and en¬ 
forced by new ones which are every day Sug- 
gefted by an adventurous and fceptical philo¬ 
sophy ;—in Such an age it is conSpicuoufly our, 
duty to fortify our minds by a view of the in¬ 
formation. 
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formation, comprehended under the general to¬ 
pics of Chriftian Theology which I have abovd 
enumerated. 

DifcOurfes alfo on fuch general topics may 
well be interfperfed among others on the par¬ 
ticular parts of oUr religious profeflion, which 
the founder of this Ledture has wifely marked 
out, as fubjedts of our difcufliQn. Thus inter- 
, fperfed, they will 1 conduce, on an extended fcale, 
to fimiiar good purpofes with thofe reflections 
at large on any human fcience j which, in the 
p'rbgrefs of difquifitidns on particular branches 
of it, fuggeft to us from time to time fuch' 
conceptions of the whole, as are found to be 
elfential to a full comprehenfion of the inftruc- 
tions which are Communicated even on its molt 
detached and minute divifions. 

Such general information moreover cannbt 
fail of being peculiarly ferviceable to the young¬ 
er part of my audience, for whole benefit this 
Inftitution was more immediately calculated. 
Since without it early improvements in religious 
fcience will be fo defultory and imperfedt, as' 
to afford little reafon to expedt, either that The¬ 
ological fludents will be furnilhed with that 
connedted knowledge of the different parts of 
their Religion, which may qualify them in fu¬ 
ture life to teach others with advantage, or 
B 2 (what 
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(what ought never to be an objeCt of lefs lerious 
' concern) that young and unexperienced minds 
will themfelvcs be effectually guarded againft 
that moft ex ten five fpecies of infidelity, which 
is founded on * ignorance of the general na¬ 
ture and circumftances of our Religion, and is 
conftantly betraying itfelf by infignificant and 
impertinent objections againft its truth, and by 
the fenfelefs blafphemy .which fo often ftiocks 
the ears of good men in private converfation. 
Truth indeed has on all occafions fo much 
force, that, when clearly propofed, it muft 
command attention and refpeCt: but the truths 
of Chriftianity are farther fo admirably calcu¬ 
lated to fatisfy the hopes of the beft men and 
to allay the penitential fears of the worft, that, 
wherever they are early and fyftematically un¬ 
der ftood, prejudice inftead of exerting itfelf 
againft them muft co-operate with reafon in 
their favour, and fecure for them fuch in¬ 
fluence on an uncorrupted heart as the op- 
pofition of ignorance will in vain attempt to 
deftroy. ' 

Since then a general difcufiion of the great 

a “ From the feveral converfations, which it has been my 
u chance to have with unbelievers, I have learned that igno- 
“ ranee of the nature of our Religion, and a difinclination to 
“ ftudy both it and its evidences, are to be reckoned among the 
€t chief caufes of infi4elity.** Beattie’s Evidences, vol. i. p. 6. 

topics* 
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topics, under which I have diftributed the 
conlideration of our Religion, and which are 
fo comprehenfive as to enable us to comply 
with the command of the text, is well fuited 
to the prefent times,—is extenfively ufeful at 
proper intervals amidft the particular fubjcCts 
prefcribcd for this LeCture,—and is likely to 
be of peculiar fervice to the younger part of 
my audience;—I fhall confine myfelf to it 
in the following difcourfes, and, without any 
apology for calling your attention to truths of 
which you muft often before have heard the 
greater part, or any farther introduction, I {hall 
propofe it as my defign to Rate compendi- 
oufly, what Chriftianity is, what the manner 
in which it has been received and conveyed 
down to us, what the arguments by which 
its truth is defended, and what the objections 
with which it is a flailed. Or, to propofe 
my defign with its particular comprehenfion 
and limitations, I fhall endeavour,—Firfl, to 
Rate in hiftorical order the fubftance of our 
Religion, as it extends from the molt remote 
circumftance any where revealed in Scripture 
to the publication of the Gofpel after the afcen- 
fion of Chrift;—Secondly, to give a fketch of 
the hiftory of our religion from this publi¬ 
cation of the Gofpel to the prefent times; 

B 3 qon- 
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6 SERM ON I. 

confining however this Iketch, towards the 
ponclufion, to the particular hiftory of our own 
Church i —Thirdly, to ftate in a fumrpary 
planner 'the arguments in general which are 
^dducible in proof of the truth of Chrifti- 
nity i —And Fourthly, to point out the ge¬ 
neral fources of objection againft it, and to 
foew that a forcible removal of thefe offences 
by divine interpofition would be inconfiftent 
jyith the dodrines themfelves of Revelation j 
Concluding jthe whole with a particular ac¬ 
count of thofe objedions which are advanced 
againft Chriftianity from the pretenfions of 
philofopby. 

To begin then with dating in hiftorical 
Qrder the fubftance of our Religion, as it ex¬ 
tends from the moll: remote circumftance any 
Where revealed in Scripture to the publication 
pf the Gofpel after the afeenfion of Chrift. 

The declarations of Scripture, which form 
the fubftance of our Religion, afeend to the 
temoteff fubjed from which it is poflible that 
any information Ihould commence. They in¬ 
form us that from * everlafting, from a dura¬ 
tion which numbers have no powers to ex- 
prefs and the mind of man no faculties tp 
comprehend, is God : that he i§ a d Spirit, is 

c P£ xc. ^ * John iv. 24. 

pof- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



SERMON - I. 


7 

* poflefied of life in himfelf, and is infinite in 
perfection, but incomprehenfible in his na¬ 
ture ; and farther, that through his own free 
goodnefs he originally created, and continually 
preferves, whatever elfe befides himfelf has ex¬ 
igence both in heaven and in earth. 

The firft intelligent beings, created by him, 
are femetimes in Scripture called Spirits from 
the refined conftitution of their nature; at 
other times they are called angels from their 
miniftration in the divine economy. Various 
are the 1 pafiages of holy writ, which aflure us 
that they were created upright; while at the 
fame time the fall of feme among them moft 
* unhappily demonftrates that they were created 
alfo free agents and capable of fin. Why they 
fhauld be permitted thus to fall, and why when 
fallen they fhould afterwards be permitted to 
tempt other creatures to involve themfclves in 
a fimikr fate, are circumftances left among the 
fecret things of God. Nor lefs unrefolved by 
Revelation are the queftions, “ whether any 


c u Jehovah.” and “ I am,” the appropriate names of God 
in Scripture, are immediately derived from his inherent life. 
And by an oath, referring to this diftinguifhing property of the 
Godhead, the Almighty was often pleafed to confirm Iris pro- 
mifes: “ As I live faith the Lord.” Num. xiv. 21. Rom. 
xiv. 11. 

f John viii. 44* Jude vi. 

B 4 part 
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part of matter were created at fo early a period 
as the firft intelligent creatures; and whether 
thofe creatures were clothed with material bo¬ 
dies ?” Revelation, while it draws arguments 
for our inftruCtion from the conduct, condition, 
and agency of fuperior beings, informs us in¬ 
deed concerning particular cireumftances of 
angelic hiftory; but, to the utter difappoint- 
ment of vain curiofity, it fays nothing profef- 
fedly with regard to this hiftory. 

Deftined for human ufe, it confines itfelf 
to human concerns. After a full, but indefi¬ 
nite, aflertion, that * ** in the beginning God , 
** created the heaven and the earth,” it confines 
its profelfed information concerning the mate¬ 
rial creation to fuch cireumftances, as particu¬ 
larly relate to man and the fyftem which he 
inhabits: inftrudting us, that all the various 
objects, which we perceive and admire around 
us, were originally produced and have fince 
been* preferved by the all-perfeCt God ; and 
allb, that, among the productions of the mate¬ 
rial world, this all-perfed Being having form¬ 
ed main’s body from the dull of the earth, was 
pleafed in a diftinguilhing manner to breathe 
into his noftrils the breath of life. Thus ani- 


c Gen, i. i. 
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mated with a fpirit of heavenly extraction, man 
was faid > to be formed in the Image of God, 
was conflituted fovereign of this lower world 
and was inverted with the good things of it. 

At the fame time to prove his grateful obe¬ 
dience under thefe blertings, and to fit him (as 
* hath been inferred) for greater in another and 
eternal {late, conditions of trial were impofed 
upon him. Like the angels, man was created 
upright and a free agent. By the wifdom of 
God obedience to a pofitive precept was en¬ 
joined him; and by the fame wifdom the fallen 
angels were permitted to fuggeft temptations 
to the contrary. His own choice led him to 
difobedience, and to death, the predicted con¬ 
fluence. And this confequence, it might be 
feared, would contain under it not merely a 
privation of animal-life here, called temporal 
death ; but (what in the regular courfe of things 
muft be expected to follow from the guilt of 
free and corrupted agents) that privation ?lfo of 
the enjoyments of eternal life hereafter, which 
is called the fecond or eternal death. 

But the univerfal progenitor of mankind 
having thus fallen through the temptation of 

b See Biihop Bull concerning the firfl covenant and the flate 
of man before the fall, in the third volume of his Sermons and 
Difcourfes, 8vo. p. 1079, 1091, &c. 

, fuperior 
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fuperior and malicious beings, and having en¬ 
tailed upon his pofterity a depraved and infirm 
nature ; man was not left doomed to thefe'end- 
lefs evils, which might thenceforth have been 
dreaded as the unavoidable punifhment pf his 
voluntary and unexpiated fin. His great Cre¬ 
ator gracioully and immediately interpofed' to 
provide a remedy for his fall. But fo much 
did it coft to redeem his foul, that the reme¬ 
dy muft aftoniih every rational creature. The 
1 eternal fon of God (whofe coexiftenee in na¬ 
ture with the Father forms part of the incom- 
prehenfibility of the Godhead) was in procefs 
of time to take upon him the nature of man. 
In that nature, united with his own in the 
fame Perfon, he was to give mankind all the 
k inftrudtion neceflary for them j and by the 
meritorious fufferings of that nature, thus inti¬ 
mately connected with the divine, he was to 
make 1 atonement for their fins, and to provide 
them with the moft extenfive means of efcap- 
ing thofe dreadful confequences of their cor- 

1 Ifaiah ix. 6. Zech. xiii. 7- Rom. viii. ^32. Heb. ii. 16. 

k Deut. xviii. 18. Even the Samaritans appear to have been 
felly convinced, that, when the Mefliah came, “ he fhould tell 
44 them all things.^ John iv. 25. 

1 See, concerning the atonement made for us, A&s xx. 28. 
Rev. i. 5. Rom. iii. 23—26, and the whole of the 53d Chapter 
of Ifaiah, and of the 9th and 10th Chapters of the Epiftle to 
the Hebrews. 

ruption 
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ruptioq which threatened to involve them in 
death eternal; with means, m as extenfive as 
the- mfluence of the firft man’s fall; “ As by 
one man’s difobedience "many were made fin- 
'** ners, fo by the obedience of one many were to 
** be made righteous “ Chrift was to tafte 

** death for "every man “ He was to give 
" himfelf a ranfom for * all.” 

It is not however declared in Scripture to 
be necefiary that all men fhould be made ac¬ 
quainted with the circumftances of this Re¬ 
demption to qualify them for a participation 
of its bleffings. Millions have partaken of 
corruption through Adam in different ages 
and degrees, without knowing the fource of 
their corruption. And millions may partake 
of Redemption through Chrift in equally dif¬ 
ferent ages and degrees, notwithftanding their 
’ ignorance of him in this life. God, we are 
f exprefsly told, is “ the Saviour of all men 

m u God promifed our firft parents immediately upon the fall 
4t that the feed of the woman Ihould bruife the ferpent’s head : 
4g and by virtue of this Promife all truly good men were faved 
u by Chrift from the beginning. 0 

Sherlock on Providence, p. 225, 226. 
n Rom. v. 19—“ 0* 9roAW* in both parts of this verfc ought 
to be rendered “ the many 0 or“ mankind in general. 0 
0 Heb. ii. 9. Pi Tim. ii. 6. 

\ See Butler’s Analogy, note, p. 296, 8vo. edit. 

9 1 Tim. iv. 10. 

though 
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though we are told at the fame time, that he 
is fo “ qfpecially of thofe that believe.” 

Thefe merciful defigns indeed were 1 not all 
revealed at once to any body of men : they are 
collected from different parts of Scripture and 
from the completion of the whole. The inti¬ 
mation of a redemption, which was given to the 
original tranfgreffors, was fufficient to encou¬ 
rage hope ; and rpore appears not to have been 
intended by it. But, from the declaration that 
* the feed of the woman fhould bruife the fer- 
pent’s head to the triumphant afcenfion of the 
Prince of life, the fame merciful defigns are 
purfued with an uniform direction to their 
great and final completion. Indeed we find 
on this occafion fo uniform and wonderful a 
whole, that infidelity might be tempted to 
fufpeCt fome preconcerted plan of human con¬ 
trivance ; were it not that many of the * in- 
fpired penmen appear not to have underftood 
their own predictions on the fubjeCt, and 
much lefs to have had a connected knowledge 
of the different parts of the edifice which they 
were contributing to ereCt. 

s Gen. iii. i 

* Dan. xii. 8. i Pet. i. 10, 11,12. 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. See 
on this fubjedt Burgh’s Scripture Confutation, 2d edit. 8vo. 
P- 33 > 34 - 

But, 
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But, whatever deliverance from future evil 
might be defigned for man, no fooner had he 
forfeited his innocence, than he was reduced 
by the wifdom of his Creator to a Rate of 
M laborious activity, well calculated for finful 
creatures. In this Hate he was left amidfl 
toil and pain to ward off for a feafon tempo¬ 
ral death ; and by his virtue, here to be exer- 
cifed in various trials, hereafter to be accepted 
through his great Redeemer, he was left to fe- 
cure for himfelf an inheritance in life eternal. 

The various parts of the material world, the 
various operations of the human mind, were 
thenceforth to fuggeft to him (according to the 
determination of his own free will) means of 
purification or of farther debafement. General 
* hopes of Redemption and general y rules of 
conduit were given him, and without doubt 
general affiftance of the Holy Spirit (that third 
Perfon in the incomprehenfible Godhead, whofe 
operations were from the beginning to be among 
the principle means provided for man’s re¬ 
covery) was * given alio, to effedt in honeft 
minds an acceptable obedience. But the de¬ 
pravity of man’s heart foon became deftrudtive 
of his virtue. His defeendants increafed and 

u Gen. iii. 19. * Gen. iii. ij. y Gen. iv. 7. 

* Gen. vi. 3. Pf. li. 12, 

their 
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their vices alfo increafed. Neither the laws 
of confcience nor the more exprefs commands 
of the Deity were effectual to reftrain their 
headftrong paffions. Every * imagination of 
their heart was evil: and violence overfpread 
the face of the whole earth. To no effedt 
Was Enoch, who had walked with God, trans¬ 
lated to the regions of heavenly blifs witli a 
defign to convince his brethren that the road 
to happinefs in a better world was ft ill open 
to religious obedience. To no eSedt was Noali 
raifed up to be a preacher of righteoufnefs, 
and a b time limited for the reformation or de- 
ftrudtion of mankind. So great and fo general 
was the vengeance which their profligacy 
called down upon them, that all the inhabi¬ 
tants of the earth. Save eight perfons, were 
Swept away by an univerSal deluge. 

But the promifes of God concerning the Re¬ 
demption of man were unalterable. Heaven 
and earth might pafs away, but his word could 
not pafs away. 

Immediately after this fatal event the Al¬ 
mighty 'Smelled a Sweet Savour from that Sacri¬ 
fice, which had been inftituted as a type of 
the great Redeemer, and determined that he 

* Gen. vi. 5. b Gen. vi. 3. c Gen. viii. 21. 

would 
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would not any more fmite every living thing: 
moreover he was gracioufly pleafed to provide 
mankind with 4 new laws for their direction. 
To thefe laws we may refer both the founda¬ 
tion of the different Religions profeffed in the 
Heathen world, and the articles of Faith pre- 
fcribed to the Jewifh Profelytes of the Gate. 
But thefe laws were not the only means which 
appear to have been gracioufly ufed by the 
Almighty to hinder the future corruption of 
mankind. He immediately fhortened the 
lives of Noah’s defcendants, with a merciful 
intention (as we may conclude) to render them 
more obedient and fboner to remove pernicious, 
examples from the earth. And, on the pre- 
fumptuous eredtion of the tower of Babel, the 
fame great moral Governour interfered in a more 
confpicuous manner to reftrain the licentioufnefs 
of thofe upon whom he had promifed not to 
#nflidt a fecond general deftruftion he diftri- 
buted them into * feparate nations by a confu- 
fion of tongues; thus guarding againfl: an 
uniformity of corruption among them, and 
providing in the ordinary courfe of his moral 
government means to punifh their wickednefs 
by the inftrumentality of each other. 

But, notwithftandiug thefe divine injunc- 

* Ge». ix. * Gen. xi. 8. 

tions 
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tions and interpolations, foon did the depravity • 
of the human heart again widely extend its 
influence : foon did the defendants of Noah, 
from imperfedt obfervations and groundlefs 
conjectures concerning the motions and na¬ 
tures of the f heavenly bodies, form for them- 
felves, fir ft perhaps (under the traditions 
which they might recolledt, or under the in¬ 
fluence of what their own 8 unworthinefs might 
fuggefl, concerning the neceflity of a mediator) 
a race of tutelar gods or interceflors with the 
mod High ; and afterwards, as their h corrup¬ 
tions increafed, 1 Gods of a fupreme and inde¬ 
pendent nature. That mankind therefore, 

1 Of what lort the original corruption of divine worihip was, 
we may infer from Ads vii. 42, 43. 

s Seeker’s Ledures, 8vo. vol. ii. p. 145. 
h We ftiall ealily conceive to what degree religious tradi¬ 
tions may be corrupted from the following remarkable fad; 
•• Some Saxon Monks, who had formerly introduced the Gof- 
“ pel into Rugia, dedicated a Church there to their patron 
** St. Vitus. The inhabitants afterwards relapfed into Pagan- 
** ifm, forgot the true God, and, when they were converted 
0< again about the year 1170, they were found to be given up 
09 to'the worflrip of the idol Suantovit which they had derived 
11 from “ Saint Vitus.” 

Jortin’s Remarks on Eccl. Hift. vol. v. p. 232. id edit. 

5 What Mr. Hume aflerts in his natural hiftory of Religion, 
to prove that Pojytheifm was the primary Religion of mankind, 
has the fame kind of foundation with thofe political fyitems, 
which admit of no original communications from the Deity and 
derive all government from the free and uninfluenced choice of 
the People. 

forgetful 
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forgetful of the commands enjoined to Noah 
and his posterity, might not be involved a 
fecond time in an univerfal alienation from the 
living God; and alio that they might not be 
unprepared to receive the promifed Redemp¬ 
tion j it pleafed the Almighty to SeleCt k one 
from the faithful then left, to impart to him a 
particular knowledge of his duty, and by con¬ 
fining the Redeemer to his 1 defcendants to in¬ 
terest them more immediately in the preserva¬ 
tion and publication, of thofe prophecies con¬ 
cerning this great Perfonage which were to be 
entrufted to human care: that the fervice of 
the living God might not be left without ad¬ 
vocates among men, fome true worshippers 
were at different times, by traditions deriyed 
from them and miracles wrought among 
them, to convey m instruction to the idolatrous 
Heathen and occasionally to diipel their grofs 
darknefs even before the day-fpring from on 
high Should vifit them j and that there might 
be fome guardians worthy to be entrusted with 
the Sacred " oracles. Some country fitted to 
receive the 0 fun of righteoufnefs, it was or- 


k Gen. zii. i, 2, 3. 1 Gen. xxii. 18. 

■ See Jenkin’s Reafonablenefs of the Chriftian Religion, 
Vol. i. p. 73, &c. 

1 Rom. iii. 2. • Mai. iv. 2. 
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dained that there fliould be “ a p chofen ge¬ 
neration, a royal priefthood, an holy nation.” 

Such were the important defigns of the 
' Jewifh difpenfation. 

The promifes made to the pofterity of 
Abraham through Ifaac and Jacob, the mi¬ 
racles brought in their prefervation and in- 
creafe, and their deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage, are every where urged as arguments 
againft idolatry and types of univerfal Re¬ 
demption. After this deliverance, as if occa- 
fional interpolations were inadequate to his 
gracious purpofes, the Deity vouchfafed by a 
continuation of miracles to take immediately 
upon himfelf their temporal government*. 
Nor can the human mind conceive a fcene 
more awful, or more impreffive of religious 
obedience, than that which ufhered in the 

* i Pet. ii. 9. Exod. xix. 5, 6. 

q The term “ Jew,” which is the appropriate denomination 
of the defcendants of Judah, foon included under it the Benja- 
mites, who joined themfelves to the tribe of Judah on the re¬ 
volt of the other ten tribes from the Houfe of David. After 
the Babylonilh captivity, when many individuals of thefe ten 
tribes returned with the men of Judah and Benjamin to rebuild 
Jerusalem, the fame term was made to include them alfo. 
From hence not only all the Israelites of future times have been 
called Jews; but farther all the defcendants of Jacob a?e fo 
called by us at prefent from the very beginning of their hiftory; 
and we fpeak even of their original difpenfation, as the Jewilh 
difpenfation. 

laws 
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laws and ordinances of this new Kingdom. 
While the vifible interpofition of the divine 
Majefty conferred on it a folemnity and dig¬ 
nity, which no r language but that of Infpi- 
ration can defcribe; the * public difplay of this 
wonderful condefcenfion was calculated to 
preclude all poflible fufpicion of impofture 
and to convey the moil durable inftruftion to 
pofterity. At the lame time the precaution 
alfo, with which the divine commands were 
delivered, ferved to prove their great and 
jailing importance. For, to prevent as much 
as polfible that intermixture of human error 
which might arife from the con trailed du¬ 
ration of men’s lives, the Mofaical inllruc- 
tions were not, like former Revelations, left 
to the conveyance of tradition, but * written 
and engraven by the finger of God. And 
well are they worthy of our attention on account 
of their excellent morality; but particularly 
ought we to obferve the manner, in which 
they are calculated to confecrate a peculiar 
people to the fervice of the true God by the 
prohibition of intercourfe and intermarriage 

* Some of the mod beautiful and fublime paflages of (acred 

poetry confid of allufions to the wonderful fcene which was,ex¬ 
hibited on mount Sinai. See Lowth de facra Poefi Heb. 3d 
edit. p. 113. * See Exod. xix. — • 

* Exod. xixi. 18. Ib. xxxii. \ 6. 
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between them and their idolatrous neighbours 
(that fatal caufe of the corruption of the old 
world when the * fons of God went in to the 
daughters of men), and by numberlefs pre¬ 
cepts, which were defigned to create in them 
a fettled abhorrence of the w advocates for 
Heathen fuperftition and which to fome re¬ 
fined moralifts favour too. little of univerfal 
charity. How effectually thefe injunctions 
operated, under the immediate appointment 
of the Almighty, to form the Jews into a fe- 
parate body from the reft of mankind, is ex¬ 
ceedingly remarkable. To this very day, like 
the well-cemented ruins of fome old fortrefs. 


* Gen. vi. 2. 

w That the Jewifh laws are Angularly favourable to ftran- 
gers, as fuch, is abundantly evident from Lev. xix. 34.—xxiii. 
22.—xxiv, 22.—xxv. 35.—Num. xv. 15, 16.—Deut. i. 16.— 
x. 17—19.-—xxiv. 14—17.—xxvii. 19. Had Mr. Gibbon 
been acquainted with thefe and many other fuch parts of the 
Jewilh law, he would not have afferted in the moft unqualified 
manner, on account of fome punilhments faid to be inflidled in 
the old Teftament the reafons of which he perhaps did not un¬ 
derhand* “ that the moral attributes of Jehovah may not eafily 
ft be reconciled with the ftandard of human virtue.” Hiftory 
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. v. p. 202. 
But, whatever fuch men may prefume to alfert, we know, on 
the authority of one wifer and better acquainted with the fub- 
jedt, “ that no nation had ftatutes and judgments fo righteous 
“ all the law which was fet before the Jews.” Deut. iv. 8. 
And, whatever might have happened on particular occafions and 
for particular reafons, we are allured in general with regard to 
the princes of the houfe of Ifrael from the confellion of their 
enemies that they were merciful kings. See 1 Kings xx. 31. 
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they exhibit proofs of the moft durable con¬ 
texture j and, however their original ufe be 
fuperfeded, adhere together with undiminilhed 
force. Nor did it contribute in an ordinary 
degree to promote the great ends of the Mo- 
faical difpenfation, that the rewards and pu- 
nifhments of it were immediately diftributed 
and that the Jews were left to difcover, by 

* other means, the dodtrine of a future ftate. 
For how could this people be fo ftrongly 
guarded againft the temptations to idolatry 
which were ever foliciting their fenfes from 
prefent objects, as by the contrary affu ranee 
of prefent gratifications ? Or by what other 
fo effectual a method could they be made to 
look forward with interefted confidence to 
that great Lawgiver, whom Mofes himfelf 1 
commands them to obey in language the moft 
explicit and folemn ? Under fuch influence if 
the Law did not, by its fpiritual defign, as a 

* fchool-mafter bring them to Chrift ; their 


x With regard to the do&rine of a future ftate both the Jews 
and the Gentiles appear univerfally to have derived traditional 
information on this important fubjeft from fome original Reve¬ 
lation, communicated to mankind in the early ages of their 
hiftory: that however of the Jews continued very much more 
pure in confequence of the inftFuftion, conveyed to them by the 
deferiptions of God and the promifes of Redemption which are 
every were found in their Scriptures. 

y Deut. xviii. 15—19. * Gal.iii. 24. 
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zealous attention from temporal motives to 
every particular relative to him would make 
them inftruments of univerfal falvation. Ex- 
clulively indeed of fuch confederations, had 
the Mofaical covenant propofed to its par¬ 
takers future and eternal rewards without full 
information that thefe were not to be obtained 
through works of the law, unlefs fandtified by 
Faith in their promifed Redeemer; it would 
apparently have fuperfeded the neceflity of 
this Redeemer. And fince the Divine Mercy 
did not think fit to propofe explicitly the 
conditions of. our eternal life before the great 
facrifice for fin had been actually offered we 
cannot enough admire the wifdom, by which 
the neceffary temporality of the Mofaical fanc- 
tions was employed to prepare the way for a 
better covenant. 

At the fame time that the promifed defcent 
of the Redeemer might not lofe of its influ¬ 
ence by being common t© too many, it is very 
remarkable how it is limited: firft to • Ifaac, 
then to * Jacob, then to * Judah, and after¬ 
wards to d David and his pofterity. Nor was 


* Gen. xxi. 12. Heb. xi. 18. 

fc Gen. xxxv. 12. Mai. i. 2, 3. 

* Gen. ylix* 1 %. d A&s ii. jp. 

it 
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it thus limited without fome concomitant and 
immediate token of divine favour. Each of 
thefe patriarchs was foon diilinguilhed by his 
riches and power. 

Care having been thus taken to preferve in 
feme part of the world the knowledge of the 
true God, and to prepare a facred repofitory 
for the prophecies, which were hot only to 
authenticate the Redeemer on his arrival, but 
alfo to prepare mankind for his reception j we 
may every where find thefe reafons of the 
Jewiih difpenfation infilled upon and enforced. 
It was not for their own virtue that the Jews 
were made particular objedts of divine care j 
but becaufe Jehovah loved their forefathers, 
who amidft an idolatrous generation had re¬ 
mained uncorrupted; and for the glory of his 
name, to be difplayed in the univerfal Re¬ 
demption of mankind. * This their great 
Lawgiver and their ptophets fully declare, 
while they upbraid the Jews with unworthi- 
nefs of divine favour. And .though the hifto- 
ry of this people for many ages immediately 
after the promulgation of their law is one con¬ 
tinued relation of perverfe obflinacy and difo- 


• Compare Deut. ix. 7. with Deut. x. 15, 16. And fee the 
48th and 49th chapters of Ifaiah. 

C 4 bedienee j 
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bedience; yet the merciful Providence of 
God abandoned not thefe rebellious children, 
but at different times raifed up holy prophets 
to reprove them and almoft to force them 
back to their duty. So much was the uni- 
verfal and eternal intereft of mankind concern¬ 
ed in the prefervation of that feed, through 
which all the nations of the earth were to be 
bleffed ! And while by alluring promifes every 
day fulfilled before their eyes, by grievous 
threats, and even by the fevered: temporal pu¬ 
tt ifh men ts, they were reduced *t 1 length to 
feme partial obedience j the great work of 
man’s falvation was accelerated. Thofe pro¬ 
phets, who denounced through the Holy 
Spirit the mod opprefiive bondage on this 
rebellious nation, foretold alfo with encreafing 
clearnefs through the fame Spirit the future 
deliverance of mankind and the eternal blef- 
fings of Mefliah’s Kingdom. Nor is the pre- 
cifion, with which they pointed out the great 
Saviour, unworthy of the mod particular 
attention. Almod every circumdance rela¬ 
tive to him was marked out with minute de¬ 
tail. His miraculous ‘ conception; his birth, 

f The Jews were never guilty of idolatry after the Babyloniih 
captivity. 

* If. vii. 14. 

with 
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with the particular h time and 1 place of it ; the 
k obfcurity of his outward appearance j his 
1 failing during forty days? the” fpotlefs purity 
of his life j the “ greatnefs of his miracles ; 
his ° triumphant, though humble, entry into 
Jerufalem j the p betraying of him for thirty 
pieces of iilver j his execution with common 
’• malefadtors j his r patience under all man¬ 
ner of infult and torture previous to his death, 
while his * back was given to the fmiters, 
his ( hands and feet were pierced, and the 
parching thirft occafioned by his agony could 
procure no other afluaging potion than “ vine¬ 
gar mingled with gall; his making of his 
grave w with the rich; his * refurredtion on 
the third day; his r triumphant afcenfion; 
and the * flocking together of the Gentiles to 
his enfign j all thefe and many more circum- 
llances, relative to him, were prefigured and 
foretold with a precifion eminently charadter- 
iftical of Omnifcience. Perverfe and invin¬ 
cible mull the fcepticifm be, which remains 


h Dan. ix. 25. 

* If. liii. 2. 

" If, liii. 9, 11. 

* Zech. xi. 12. 

* If. 1. 6. 

w If. liii. 9. 

* If. lx. 3, &C. 


1 Mic. v. 2. 

1 Prefigured by 1 
n If. xxxv. 5,6, 

* If. liii. 12. 

* Pf. xxii. 16. 

* Jonah ii. 10 


sa and Elijah. 

0 Zech. ix. 9. 
r If. liii. 7. 

■ If, lxix. 21. 
r Pf. xxiv. 


Iinin- 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



26 


SERMON I. 

uninfluenced by it in any Situation. No 
wonder therefore that it Should have left 
without the poflibility of excufe that obftinacy 
which refufed aflent to this prophetic evidence, 
when it was afterwards drawn together and 
prefented by the Apoftles to the Jewish nation, 
with a difplay of miracles correfpondent to 
thofe of the great Redeemer himfelf, and with 
a force peculiar to the accomplishment of 
writings which had long been regarded by 
this nation as their distinguishing glory. But, 
like the * infidel lord who would not believe 
the Prophet EliSha’s gracious prediction, they 
were to fee the great promises of God fulfilled 
before their eyes and not to tafte of them. 
Indeed, to verify incontrovertibly the reafons 
here afligned for the Jewifh difpenfation, and 
to preclude all fuppofition of predilection in 
the Almighty for the pofterity of Jacob his 
* beloved for their own fake exclusively, ten of 
the twelve tribes of Ifrael, rendered no longer 
ufeful in the grand fcheme of man’s falvation 
by their obftinate idolatry and the limitation of 
the Mefliah to the tribe of Judah, were many 
hundred years before his coming difperfed and 
removed from the peculiar protection of the 

a z Kings vii. 2. * Mai. i. z % 
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Almighty; a punifhment, which was in a 
confpicuous degree to await their brethren 
alfo, and which was only deferred till the 
great purpofes of their feparate and na¬ 
tional eftablifhment had been fully accom¬ 
plished. 

In the mean time the other nations of the 
earth were exercifing, under various circum- 
ftances and in various degrees, that reafon, 
which, however perverfely applied, was given 
them to promote their own c happinefs and the 
glory of their Creator. After their difperfion 
at Babel they formed themfelves into focieties, 
eftablifhed 4 empires, cudtivated fcience. But 
they * corrupted the Religion, given to Noah 
and his defcendants, by Polytheifm (as hath 
been declared) and by idolatry: they cor¬ 
rupted the promifes and commands of God, 


. c €( Parvulos nobis dedit igniculos, quos celcriter malis mo- 
ribus opinionibufque depravatis tic reftinguimus, ut nufquam 
naturae lumen appareat. Sunt enim ingeniis noftris femina 
inuata virtutum, qu*e fi adolefcere liceret, ipfa nos ad 
beatam vitam natura perduceret.” Cic. Tufc. Quaef. L. 3. 
C. 1. 

d SJrackford’s Connexions, vol. ii. p. 67. z& edit. 
e When Cicero defcribes the Caufes of the corruption of 
mankind, he mentions the poets firft and with greater propri¬ 
ety than he was himfelf aware of; fince thefe contributed, by 
debating divine traditions, to the general corruption very much 
more than could ever be known to the Roman philofopher. 
Tufc. Quseft. JU 3. C. a* 

involved 
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involved themfelves in the punifhment of a 
f reprobate mind, and became ignorant of the 
true nature both of God and themfelves. 
Their temporal fuccefs however puffed up 
their vain imaginations, often tempted the 
true worfhippers to defert the living Jehovah, 
often called down denunciations and mflidtions 
of divine vengeance upon the Gentile no lefs 
than upon the Jewifh idolater. Human 
reafon indeed did not fucceed even thus far 
every where. In countries diftantly remo-* 
red from the feat of Revelation, by degrees 
the moil debafing fu perdition ufurped the 
place of Religion, the powers of the mind 
were left uncultivated, and the foolifh heart 
of man appears to have been darkened both 
with regard to things temporal and eternal. 
But though God was pleafed fo far to wink 
at thefe times of ignorance, as not immedi¬ 
ately to interfere either to extirpate or to re¬ 
form the offenders; and though he caufed his 
fun alike to fhine upon the juft and the unjuft; 
yet no part of mankind was left unregarded by 
their great moral Governour: they were all 
univerfally going on with that ftate of proba¬ 
tion, to which they had teen reduced by 


1 Rom. i. z8. 
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their original parents, or rather to which they 
had been reftored by the mercy of God; and 
according to their conduit in this probation 
they were, under the Atonement of their great 
Redeemer, to receive their portion in another 
life. The -Gentiles, having a power (as Re¬ 
velation * fufficiently declares) to do by nature 
the things contained in the Law, might render 
themfelves fit objects of divine favour by 
Jiving agreeably to its injunctions: and they 
who finned without Law were to perifh with¬ 
out Law, not lefs b afluredly, than they who 
finned in the Law were to be judged by the 
Law ; 1 thole, who had no other written Law 
given them, having a Law written in their 
hearts, their confidences bearing them witnefs. 

The Gentiles however, inftead of ftriving 
through the divine mercy to extricate them¬ 
felves from the curie of fin, had not only 
proved unworthy of the food and gladnefs 
with which their hearts were filled, and con- 
fequently much more unworthy of the eternal 
blefiings to which they might have afpired j 


* See Rom. i. 19, 20. Ibid. ii. 14. Befides, we mull here 
recoiled, what has above been declared, that fome afliftance of 
the holy Spirit appears from the beginning to have been ex¬ 
tended univerfally to the infirmities of human nature. See Gen. 
vi. 3. Sec. 

1 Rom. ii. 12. 1 Rom. ii. 14, 15. 

hut 
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but the Jews alfo (as we have feen) could with 
difficulty be restrained within bounds of religi¬ 
ous duty. Even when this chofen people had 
ceafed after the Babyloniffi captivity to profane 
their Religion by idolatry, they made it, as 
far as in them lay, of none k effedt by their 
traditions. But the perverfenefs of the Gen¬ 
tiles and Jews had evinced the univerfal and 
inveterate depravity of human nature ; and 
1 thus had itfelf been preparing the way for the 
great Redeemer. Conducively to the fame 
important end, the Gentiles had befides de- 
monftrated the infufficiency of man’s moft 
cultivated reafon to retrace, after long oblite¬ 
ration, the great duties of a religious life: and 
the maxims, occafionally inculcated or often- 
tatioufly difplayed by their philofophers, had 
illustrated the admirable fitnefs of fuch a mo¬ 
rality as Christianity was to enjoin. The 
Jews alfo had preferved and made “ known 
the prophecies which were to authenticate 
the Redeemer j and, by abhorrence of Idolatry 
after their return from Babylon* had been 
brought to recommend the worShip of the in¬ 
visible God. 

k Mark vii. 13, 1 Rom. iii. 9, 25. 

“ Thefe prophecies were known not only to all the Jews, but 
alfo to the Heathens, as it appears from Virgil and other Hea¬ 
then writers. 

Prepa- 
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Preparation had by thefe and other means 
been made for the Redemption and perfect in- 
ftrudtion of mankind. Preparation had been 
made: and the fulnefs of time came. After 
the Jewifh Scriptures had been clofed for an 
awful period of nearly four hundred years, the 
birth of the great Saviour was announced by a 
multitude of the heavenly hoft. And well 
might the important mefiage be declared to 
contain tidings of great joy to all people. 

From the firft fall of mankind fin had 
reigned in their mortal' bodies; and the wages 
of it had been continued milery. Of this the 
Heathen philofophers were fo far fenfible, that 
they recommended perfect “ virtue, as the only 
folid foundation of happinefs. But they could 
• no where find this virtue, and were at a lofs 
where to find their happy man. By requifi- 
tions, better fuited to human infirmity. Reve¬ 
lation, from the firft introduction of human 
mifery, had been preparing a renovation of 
happinefs for mankind : obfcurely and typi¬ 
cally often in the beginning j but not fo, when 
Chriftianity was finally propofed as the com- 


n See the fifth book of Cicero’s Tufculan Queftions. 

0 c< Nemo fine vitiis nafeitur” is a truth univerfally admitted 
by the wifefl Heathens. 

* pletioa 
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pletion of all former revelations. The Chrif- 
tian covenant began not with the moil diftant 
requifition of Stoical apathy or unattainable 
perfection. The voice of him, that cried in 
the wildernefs, required no fuch qualifications 
in mankind. It f addrefTed itfelf to them, as 
finful creatures, and exhorted them to repent. 
With the fame exhortation the Redeemer alfo 
himfelf * entered upon the publication of his 
Religion j and the fame was the introductory 
doCtrine of his r difciples and deltined fuccef- 
lbrs. The firft ftep towards the reftoration of 
mankind to divine favour was repeatedly point¬ 
ed out in an humble confeffion of their own 
unworthinefs. Nor were the fubfequent 
means of counteracting the bad effects of their 
'depravity left either to be difeovered or to be 
regulated by themfelves. By * inftruCtions, 
delivered in his own and his Father’s * name 1 
from his mouth who lpake as never man fpake, 
and by his all-perfeCt example and * atonement 

* Mat. iii. 2.. * Mat. iv. 17. Marki. 15. 

* Markvi. 12. 

* S$e more concerning this inftru&ion, in the fifth Sermon, 
where it is urged, under the internal evidences of our Religion, 
as an argument in its favour. 

* Mat. 5th, 6th and 7th Chapters, John v. 43. Ib. vii. 16,17. 

* 2 Cor. v. 21. See alfo the parts of Scripture above refer¬ 
red to concerning this Atonement. 
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who was tempted in all points like as we are 
yet without fin, fuch provifion was made for 
our affi fiance and acceptance in the perform¬ 
ance of our duty towards God, our neigh¬ 
bour, and ourfelves, as at once is calculated 
to reftore our nature to its proper perfection 
and to w proportion to our abilities the obedi¬ 
ence required from us. During the miniftry 
upon earth of this wonderful Perlonage, he 
was engaged either in thus inftruCting his fol¬ 
lowers with regard to their duty, and in pro¬ 
viding the merciful means of their prefent and 
future happinefs; or in evincing, by difplays of 
the moil aftonifhing miracles and by comple¬ 
tions of prophecies, the reality of his preten¬ 
tions and divine million. During his miniftry 
upon earth, whatfoever had been written in the 
Law, or in the Prophets, concerning the office 
and character, concerning the birth, life, death, 
refurreCtion, and afcenfion of the great Re¬ 
deemer received in Jefus of Nazareth its per¬ 
fect accomplifhment. From the moment 
that the glorified Jefus, having arifen from the 
dead, was inverted with his office of Interceffor 
for mankind and was openly announced as 
their future judge, their promifed Redemption 

w Matt. xxv. 14.—23. 

D was 
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was completed. A new covenant between 
God and man commenced: a covenant, into 
which all * nations were to be admitted by 
Baptifm j and in which they were to be fup- 
ported and perfected by folemn r commemo¬ 
rations of the great facrifice which had been 
offered for their fins: a covenant, which, 
though comprehenfive in its efficacy of the 
firfi: man and * all his defcendants, difclofed 
itfelf with various degrees of light j and (hone 
not forth in all its fplendour before the afcen- 
fion of its great mediator. 

From that time God was pleafed explicitly 
to * inform mankind concerning their Rate of 
trial in this life, and concerning the conditions 
of their future judgment: that, though they 
muft here remain fubjedt to temptation from 
the world, the fleffi, and the Devil, and at 
length to death itfelf ; they were provided 
with abundant means of efcaping that mifery 
hereafter, which is to be the certain and dread¬ 
ful confequence of wilful perfeverance in Irre- 
ligion and which is called death eternal: that, 

x Matt, xxviii. 19. y Luke xxii. 19. 

z See concerning the univerfality of Chriftianity the paflages 
of Scripture above cited, and alfo what is faid on the fubjeft in 
the fixth Sermon. 

a This information may be colle&ed from the univerfal tenor 
of the Apoftolical writings, 

through 
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through the infinite atonement made for them 
by his bleffed Son, he would aflift their infir¬ 
mities by the preventing and continued influ¬ 
ence of his Holy Spirit, would pardon their 
fins, and reward them with peace here and 
eternal glory hereafter j provided, on their 
part, that they would embrace thefe his gra¬ 
cious offers with that determined Faith in the 
dodtrines revealed by him, which proceeds, 
under the evidences of their truth, from hum¬ 
ble reliance on his infinite perfections j and 
with that obedience to his precepts, which 
demonftrates a fincere and universal defire to 
obey them. The Apoftles and others were 
appointed to announce this covenant: while 
the perfons to whom it was announced, be¬ 
ing in pofleflion of the free will, which their 
original parents, and their more immediate 
anceftors the Gentiles and Jews, fo obfti- 
nately perverted, had full power to accept or 
rejedt it. It was foretold that preachers fhould 
continue in future ages to propofe the fame 
terms, and that mankind (hould continue to 
be inverted with the fame powers of accept¬ 
ance or rejedtion. But in Chriftianity every 
offer of divine mercy was to be completed. 
No farther covenant was ever to be propofed j 
nor this withdrawn. If even an angel from 
heaven were to teach any other dodtrine, he 
D 2 was 
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was to be k accurfed ; while at the lame time 
all the * feoffs of the latter days and the 4 gates, 
of hell itfelf were never to prevail to the era¬ 
dication of this holy Religion. 

Such is the fubftance of our Religion as it 
extends from the moll remote circumRance 
any where revealed in Scripture to the publica¬ 
tion of the Gofpel after the afeenfion of ChriR. 
Such therefore was our Religion at the time of 
its original completion : and fuch alfo it 
continues to be to this day; the grand 
fcheme of man’s rclloration to divine favour 
having been fully perfected by the accept¬ 
ance of the atonement made for him by 
his great Redeemer, and admitting in it¬ 
felf of no variation from fubfequent cir- 
cumRances of time or place. 

As to the difplay of miraculous powers 
with which our religion was afterwards pub- 
lilhed, and the infallible manner, in which 
it was fo recorded for the permanent ufe 
of mankind, as to enable them with cer¬ 
tainty to colled: for themfelves in every age 
thofe conditions of their future and eternal 
happinefs which have been above Rated; 
thefe are circumRances of which the relation 
will fall under the next head. 


k Gal. i. 8. c 2 Pet. iii. 3. * Matt. zvi. 18. 
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i PET. III. i s- 

Be ready always to give an anfwer to every 
man , that ajketb you a reafon of the Hope 
that is in you. 

H AVING ftated in hiftorical order the 
fubftance of our Religion, as it extends 
from the moll remote circumftance any where 
revealed in Scripture to the publication of the 
Gofpel after the afcenfion of Chrift, I am 
now to give a fketch of the hiftory of our Re¬ 
ligion from this publication of the Gofpel to 
the prefent times j and thus to point out the 
anfwer, which we may give concerning the 
hope that is in us, as far as relates to the man¬ 
ner in which our Religion has been received 
and conveyed through fucceffivc ages down 
to our own. 

D 3 This 
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This head is fo extenfive, that, compendi- 
oufly difcuffed, it will furnifh matter for three 
Difcourfes: the firft will carry us from the 
publication of our religion after the afcen- 
fion of Chrift to the eftablifhment of it by 
Conftantine; the fecond from its eftablifhment 
by Conftantine to the commencement of the 
Reformation; and the third from the com¬ 
mencement of the Reformation to the prefent 
times, or (as I have limited this part of my fub- 
jedt) to the prefent ftate of our own Church. 

To begin then with the firft of thefe periods. 
The Apoftles, who were commifiioned by our, 
blefled Saviour to publifh his Religion, were 
men deftitute of worldly advantages; but 
they were men, who had been e with him from 
the beginning, and, together with their great 
perfecutor and future aflociate, were diftin- 
guifhed by an ingenuoufnefs of mind, which 
in all ages has been required as a neceflary 
preparation for the reception of divine Truth. 
St. Peter’s repentance, St. Thomas’s con- 
feflion, and St. Paul's converfion, are eminent 
difplays of this difpofition. 

At firft the Apoftles, like their great Mas¬ 
ter, confined their inftrudtion to that nation 

•• 

* John. xv. 27. 

which 
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which had hitherto been the more immediate 
object of divine Revelation. They foon how¬ 
ever learned, that the God, whom they preach¬ 
ed, was not the God of the Jews only, but 
of the Gentiles alfo. The miraculous effufion 
of the Holy Spirit by degrees opened and en¬ 
larged their underftanding on this important 
fubjedt; and his various gifts raifed their fee¬ 
ble powers to the ability of executing the talk 
of preaching the Gofpel to the whole world, 
to which they had beeh commiffioned by their 
great Matter. It was impoflible that our 
Saviour fhould himfelf in his human capacity 
be every where prefent before his fufferings to 
preach his Gofpel: and, as the Jewifh nation 
had been particularly calculated for his recep¬ 
tion and Judaea was to be the theatre of his 
mighty works, it was f neceflary that the 
Gofpel fhould be firft preached unto the 
Jews. But from the commencement of this 
falvation the Gentiles were not unapprifed 
that they alfo were to partake of its bleffings. 
No fooner did the Saviour, of mankind appear 
in the fle/h, than the wife men of the Eaft 
were conducted by the leading of a ftar to the 
habitation of this king of Ifrael. And no 

f A&s xiii. 46. 

D 4 fooner 
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fooncr again was the falvation of mankind ef- 
feded, than the partition between the Jewifh 
and Gentile worfhippers was removed: the 
veil of the temple was immediately rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom. St. Paul 
*alfo was foon after called to be the Apoftle of 
the Gentiles; Cornelius’s prayer was heard; 
the Holy Ghoft fell upon him: and that Gof- 
pel, which had hitherto been the peculiar 
glory of Ifrael, became a light to lighten the 
Gentiles. 

In the Ads of the Apoftles we have a con- 
cife account of the inceffant ardour, with which 
the preachers of Chriftianity went on, after 
the communication of the Gofpel to the Gen¬ 
tiles, to make known to the whole world the 
glad tidings of their miniftry. Their zeal 
carried them by different routes into diftant 
countries: fupernatural powers every where 
railed for them the attention of mankind; 
and the fandity of their lives and dodrines 
improved this attention to the advantage of 
their new Religion. How far they adually 
extended their progrefs has been the fubjed of 
curious and often of fceptical inquiry. It is 
perhaps impoffible, it certainly is unneccffary, 
to determine this queftion in the prefent age. 
The natural bleffings of any country are ef¬ 
faced 
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faced by indolence or difafter ; and both the ad- 
vantage and remembrance of religious improve* 
ments are done away by the negledt or the 
perverfion of religious obligations. But, not* 
withftanding every infinuation to the contrary, 
we may reft allured from good authority that 
the firft preachers of Chriftianity not only * vi- 
fited all the diftinguilhed countries of the old 
world j but alfo that their zeal carried them 
b beyond the regions, into which either ambition 
or avarice had in thole days furnished means of 
extending the geographical difcoveriesof Roman 
fcience. The prediction was fully accompliflied, 
which declared that before the deftruCtion of Je- 
rufalem* “ the Gofpel Ihould be preached in all 
** the world for a witnefs to all nations;” and 
St. Paul had the joyful opportunity of allur¬ 
ing the Coloffians that “ k the Gofpel was 

* Sec StiJlingfieet’s Orig. Britan, p. 37, 38, 

^ Tertullian fays " Britsmnorum inacceflk Romanis loca* 
Chrifto vero fubdita”—adverfiis Judaeos, c. 7. 

Eofebios alio (ays concerning our Saviour’s original difciples, 
“ Krqvrlur 3 k (avrovg) ik rrarrxg to tov lycra oro/xot, xctt rag Trot^a- 
h£ovg wfa(ng avrov xmra rt ay^ag xai xarm m\i» hfroext tr, x«» rag 
ptv avrtn mr Ptf/nawr agxyt xat avryv rt ryt (3*o’i>uxuTarr)9 «roX« 
wpaaSw, rag 3k ru» Tit pew* t rag 3k ryt A^tnat, irtpvg 3k ro n 
tStog, suu av iraAty to Xxt$tfr, rttccg 3k y&i xau «r’ *ut« tu? o» xvfitme 
<Xdii» ra axfa, c«r» t« tu* I*3wr q&acrat yjv^at, xou Irtpovg vm^ row 
pxtmm motf&Stu rat xoAafjutag Bftrlanxag tycrovg/ 

Eufeb. Demonf. Evangel. 1 , iii. p. 112. edit. Par. 1628* 
1 Matt. uiv. 14. k Col. i. 6. 

come 
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•* come onto them, as it was alfo in all the 
*** world.” 

The Apoftles in their firft preaching of 
Chriftianity contented themfelves with deli¬ 
vering by oral communication the great and 
fimple truths of their Religion. The extent of 
their perfonal induftry was the extent alfo of 
their inftrudtion. This induftry however was 
indefatigable: and its fuccefs was foon followed 
by other means both of difieminating and fup- 
porting the truth. Within a m fhort time after 
the defcent of the Holy Spirit it pleafed the 


1 See Origen againft Celfus, I. i. c. 7. andl. n. c. 13. Paris 

* 733 - 

Correfpondently with this propagation of our Religion Arno- 
feius fays, “ Quod fi falfa, ut dicitis, hiftoria ilia rerum eft, unde 
44 tarn brevi tempore mundus ifta religione completus ?” 

Adv. Gentes, 1 . i. p. 33. Lugd. Bat. 1631. 
m ** Poftea enim quam furrexit Dominus nofter a mortuis et 
44 induti funt fupervenientis Spiritus San&i virtutem ex alto, de 
omnibus adimpleti funt et habuerunt perfe&am agnitionem, 
44 et exierunt in fines terrae ea quae a Deo nobis bona funt evan- 
“ gelizantes, et cceleftem pacem hominibus annunciantes, qui 
44 quidem omnes pariter et finguli eorum habentes Evangelium 
44 Dei* Ita Mattnaeus feripturam edidit Rvangelii,,” &c. 

Iren?eus adv. Haer. 1 . iii. c. 1. edit. Maffuet. 
I might mention different opinions concerning the time when 
the Gofpels were written: but, for the fake of precifion, I ftiall 
mention thatof Townfon only, who is among the lateft approved 
writers on the fubjeft. He iuppofes, with Cofmas of Alexan¬ 
dria, that St. Matthew wrote his Gofpel about the time of the 
perfection upon St. Stephen’s death; Difcourfes on the Gof¬ 
pels, p. 25. And again he fays p. 113. “ we may reftfecure 
44 that St. Matthew’s Gofpel was written by the year 37.*’ 

divine 
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divine Providence that St. Matthew Should 
publifh an account of the life, doctrines, death, 
refurredtion, and afeenfion of his great Mafter. 
Thus was a foundation laid for fimilar and 
fupplemental writings, which enfued in their 
refpedtive feafons. About twenty years after 
the publication of St. Matthew’s Gofpel, " St. 
Mark, the difciple of St. Peter, abridged (as 
it appears) in many inftances the Gofpel of 
St. Matthew, and by the addition of fpme par¬ 
ticular circumftances adapted it more fully to 
general ufe. A farther interval of a few * years 
fucceeded, before St. Luke, the beloved com¬ 
panion of St. Paul, undertook to write on the 
fame fubjedt and finifhed his Gofpel to the 
particular advantage of the Gentile world; 
r putting into it the dodlrines preached by St. 
Paul. In the mean time the more diftinguilhed 
among the Apoftles were labouring inceflantly 
in the great work of converting mankind: and 
being ordained, like the Evangelifts, to teach 
men of every country and every age, they were 


n Town fon fays that St. Mark’s Gofpel was written about the 
end of the year 56, or of the year 60. Difcourfes, p. 168. 

0 With jregard to St. Luke’s Gofpel, Townfon fays only that 
it was written ?fter St. Matthew’s and St. Mark’s, and that 
St. Luke had feen thofe Gofpels, p. 200. 

9 See Irenaeus adverf. Haer. 1 . *ii. c. 14. See alfo Bp. Horf- 
Jey’s Tra&s, 8vo. 1789. p. 326. 

pe*> 
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perpetuating in common with them the various 
inftrudtions by which they were to build up 
the Church of God. In the Adts of the 
Apoftles, written by St. Luke, and in the va¬ 
rious Epiftles Hill extant, and written by St. 
Paul, St. James, St. Peter, St. Jude, and St. 
John, we may admire the q contempt of danger 
with which thefe Holy men attefted the truth 
of what they had heard and feen; we may ad¬ 
mire the zeal with which they went on to im¬ 
prove their difciples j we may admire alfo the 
Mercy of God, who has furniflied pofterity 
through their means with the moft perfedt in¬ 
ftrudtions in righteoufnefs. But there is one 
circumftance, which regards the writings of 
the New Teftament and which particularly 
calls for our grateful admiration. It was 
appointed by the Providence of God that 
thefe writings fhould be fubmitted to general 
examination, and be left to make their different 
impreffions on good and bad men, before the 
deftined finifher of them was removed from the 


4 “ As far as ecclefiaflkal hiftory can afcertain us of it, all 
the A potties but John (and that to make good the predi&ion of 
Chrift) fuffered violent deaths by the hands of thofe that perfe- 
CUtcd them merely for their do&rines.” 

Stillingfleet’s Orig. Sac. p. 275. 4to. edit. 1680* 

world. 
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world. At an interval of not fo little as r fifty 
years after the publication of St. Matthew’s 
Gofpel St. John is faid to have fanCtioned by 
his * approbation the three firft Gofpels, to 
have fupplied their * deficiencies in his own, 
and to have refuted in it fome u heretical 
opinions which had arifen concerning the 
perfon and dignity of his Saviour. In the 
fame manner the Epiftles had been generally 
received and had produced their effeCt, before 
he addrefied to the feven Churches of Afia 
thole exhortations and moft remarkable pre¬ 
dictions which clofe the facred volume. 
Long was the beloved difciple preferved in 
this life, that by his concurrence at a diftant 


f Townfbn (ays, p. 109, that St. John’s Gofpel was publiflied 
after the taking of Jerufalem : And again, p. 211, that the fe- 
veral circumftances as to the writing of it are ftrongly in favour 
of its late publication. 

* Eufehius fays of St. John, c< r*Xof & tm rr* ypctfht* t\$ttp tm- 

tf aah X*?** Tftv p «»f waiTct* ybn xui m 

tf ai nop ha$i$ofA,ivup airo &i£ct&af /asp <poun , atajSiuti’ a u to if pmfxafTv- 

“ fwrapra* Hill. Eccl. 1 . Hi. c. 25. Reading’s Ed. 

See alfo Cave’s Hill. Liter, vol. i. p. 16, 

* Jortin fays, “ St. John had feen the three firft Golpels, for 
he wrote his own as a fupplement to them.” 

Remarks on Eccl. Hift. vol. i. p. 46. ill edit. 

* That St John’s Gofpel was written againft the Nicolaitans 
and Cerinthus is aflerted by Iraeneus, 1 . iii. c. 11. p. 188. 

Jortin fays, <c the Ebionites denied the Divinity, and the 
" Doceue the Humanity of Chrift; and St. John feems to have 
“ had them both in view.” 

Remarks on Eccl. Hift. vel. ii. p. 266. 

period 
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period he might give the ftrongeft confirms'* 
tion to the veracity of the other Evangelifts 
and Apoftles, and that he might fupply 
whatever could be wanted either to edify or to 
confole the Chriftian believer till the confum- 
mation of all things: thus before he was ad¬ 
mitted to the joy of his Lord, was he to faci¬ 
litate the progrefs of others to the fame hap- 

Various and decifive are the arguments, by 
which thefe Scriptures of the New Teftament, 
as w Eufebius has afcertained their number and 
as we have them at prefent, come recom¬ 
mended to our * acceptance. A correfpondence 
between our text and the citations and verfions 
of the earlieft ages eftablifhes beyond a pofli- 
bility of doubt the general authenticity of our 
modern copies. That the writings themfelves 
were alfo given by Infpiration ought not to be 



w Hift. Eccl. 1 . iii. c. 25. 

x Molheim fays that the books of the New Teftament were 
the greateft part of them received in the Church before the 
middle of the fecond Century—vol. i. p. 108.— Englifh 
Tranflation, 8vo. 1782. 

The Canonical books are fuppofed not to have been finally 
and authoritatively fixed before the Council of Laodicea, 
towards the end of the fourth century. But Lardner fays that 
the Canon may juftly be faid to have been fettled before that 
time.-Works, Svo. 1788. vol. vi.p. 29. 
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doubted by any one, who admits the truth 
of the dodlrines contained in them. For if 
the Holy Spirit was to diredt the Apoftles in 
their addrefles to the r adverfaries of our 
Religion ; we cannot fufpedt that his affiftance 
would be withholden, when they were ad- 
dreffing themfelves to the perfons, for whofe 
fake- thofe adverfaries were to be refuted, and 
that too in words, which (whether it were 
known immediately or not) were to be record¬ 
ed for the inftrudtion of all ages. In the fame 
manner if the Holy Spirit interfered to con- 
troul and diredt the Apoftles with regard to 
the * places where they were to preach, and 
the Gofpel which they preached was not 
taught them but by the * Revelation of Jefus 
Chrift; we may reft allured that they were 
not left to their own unaftifted reafon in deli¬ 
vering thofe among their dodtrines, which 
were to be of the moft extenfive and lafting 
importance. And befides, if it was foretold 
that the Holy Spirit ftiould b teach the Apof¬ 
tles all things, and bring all things to their 
remembrance, whatfoever Chrift had faid unto 
them, and exprefsly that he {hould e guide 

y Luke xxi. 15. * A£s xiii. 2. Ibid. xvL 6, 7. 

a Gal. i. iz. k John xiv. 26. 

c John xvi. 13. 

them 
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them to all truth ; doubtlefs, we have abun¬ 
dant reafon to prefume that their writings 
mud: have been delivered under d his infallible 
direction.—With regard to the firft part of 
the facred writings, which is contained in the 
Jewifh Scriptures, our blefled Saviour * declares 
concerning the Law that it was eafier for 
Heaven and Earth to pafs away than that one 
tittle of it fhould fail: we are informed alfo on 
the f authority of the New Teftament that 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man, but holy men of God fpake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoft; and befides, that 
David * fpake by the Holy Ghoft.—And fince 
this is the cafe with regard to the different 
* parts of the Jewifh Scriptures j what fhall 
we fay concerning the Scriptures of the new 
and eternal covenant ? What fhall we fay con- 


6 It is perhaps worthy of obfervation, that on the very day, 
which has always been celebrated by the Jews in remembrance 
of the wonderful delivery of the Law on mount Sinai, the Holy 
Ghoft defeended to direct and illuminate the minds of the 
Apoftles. 

• Lukexvi. 17. f 2 Pet. i. 21. * Mark xii. 36. 

h A particular account of the books of the Old Teftament 
is given by Eufebius from Jofephus, and from Origen. See in. 
Eufebius’s Eccl. Hift. the account from Jofephus, 1. iii. c. 10; 
and from Origen, 1 . vi. c. 25. Thefe books of the Old Tefta¬ 
ment were divided into the Law, the Prophets, and the Hagio- 
grapha: the laft of thefe three divifions includes the Pfalms, 
Proverbs, &c. 

ccming 
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cerning thofe difcourfes of our blefifed Saviour 
recorded in the Gofpels, of which he himfelf 
fpeaks more forcibly than of the Law, de¬ 
claring, ' “ that Heaven and Earth lhall pals 
** away, but his word lhall not pals away ?’* 
What lhall we lay concerning thole palTages 
of the Epiftles which are exprefsly laid to 
have been Ipoken by the Lord ? And what 
concerning numberlefs other palTages both in 
the Golpels and Epiftles, which are undif- 
tinguilhed from the reft, and foretel things 
to come, or relate things paft, with a precilion, 
for which it is impoffible to account, except 
by alcribing it to that Divine Spirit Who was 
to teach the Apoftles and bring to their re¬ 
membrance remote occurrences ? But we 
muft not confine ourfelves to particular paf- 
fages of the New Teftament. St. Paul k af- 
ferts, that “ all Scripture was given by Infpi- 
“ ration.” St. Peter 1 claffes St. Paul’s writ¬ 
ings among the Scriptures. And among the 
lame Scriptures alfo have the writings of the 
other Apoftles, and of their conftant attend¬ 
ants, St. Mark and St. Luke, been uniformly, 
from the beginning, clafted by the Church of 
Chrift. How lhall we then not lay of all 

* Mark xiii. 31. k 2 Tim. iii. 16. 

1 2 Pet. iii. 16. 

E thele 
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thefe writings, what St. Paul, on a particu¬ 
lar occafion, fays of his own, “ that they are 
“ the m commandments of the Lord ?” And 
what" exceptions dare we make to the uni- 
verfal Infpiration of the fubjedl-matter, at 
leaft, of compositions, delivered down to us 
under fuch circumftances ? 

On this immoveable 0 foundation of truth, 
and divine Infpiration, Chrillianity erected it- 
feIf and went on to increafe. Communities 
of Chriftians were formed ; regulations were 
inftituted for their permanent p edification and 
government j and q Bifhops immediately ap- 


m i Cor. xiv. 37. 

n That the writers themfelves made no fuch exceptions, 
fee Horbery’s 8th Sermon, 1774. 

0 From Ignatius’s Epiftle to the Philadelphians (c. 7.) it 
even appears, that the extraordinary Infpiration of the Holy Spirit 
in the firft ages of Chrillianity was not confined to the writers 
of the New Teftament exclulively. He fays, when exhorting 
them to adhere to their Bifliops, their body of Prelbyters, and 
their Deacons, “ O l (forfitan iTroirrsveatTes) jxe eJ( 

mt^OH^QtOC T0¥ fJLBglCTfJLOV TUV* fcySW TUVTOU* f4CtpTV$ & (AOi IV f 

OT* ccito cagKos ufigumtw uk eyvv9. To 'mnvpa s wfvowz teyw 
t ah x. t. A. In the fame manner he fays to the Ephelians 
(Epift. c. 20.) that he would inftrutt them in fome points, 

<c fACthira, tccv 0 Kvp*o$ /xo* aTroxaAvJ'ij.” 

p That forms of prayer were not only ufed by the primitive 
Chriftians, but alfo fuch a3 correfpond in many inftances with 
our own, and efpecially in the part which relates to the facra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper, fee Cave’s Prim. Chrift. vol. i. c. 
11 : and that rules of Faith were admitted by them, fee Ter- 
tullian againft Praxeas, chapter the 2d. 

Clemens Romanus, the Fellow-labourer of St. Paul, fays 
<( Ka* 0* aworoXot tyuuv lyva^otv hot rtf Kvfitt vifJLUv bio-ts Xpify ot* eps 
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pointed, and provifion made for a fucceflion of 
others, to fuperintend and enforce thefe regu¬ 
lations. In the hiftory of the Apoftles we 
read of Churches in Alia and other parts: and 


ff * ifcu im 7a otofxAToq twmtQ mjf. Ah* tolvtvp t?» nj* ama* r^of- 
€i wm t&w<poTts tiAimo xcLTtrtcrar ruf ic^ou^fAUUf (fcilicet imaxo- 
“ *•»* xai hocxoms) mai fAtra^v urim/w XthtnAtru, tut xoi^usdtf- 

<n*, $icc$i£urra,t «T«po» &Jbx»/xokTfAiw» cittyts tij» 

Epift. i w *. ad Cor. c. 44. 

An account of the nature of the epifcopal office in the firft 
century may be feen in Mofheim’s Eccl. Hift. vol. i. p. 105, 
&c. Engl. Edit. 1782. 

Various paftages might be cited from Ignatius’s genuine 
Epiftles to prove the great ftrefs which this Diiciple of St. John 
lays on the Epifcopal authority. Indeed, Moiheim fays of thefe 
Epiftles, “ nulla forte lis plerifque Ignatianarum Epiftolarum 
” mota fuiftet, nifi qui pro divino origine et antiquitate guber- 
" nationis epifcopalis pugnant, caufam fuam ex his fulcire po- 
** tuiffent.” De rebus Chriftianorum ante Conftant. p. 160. 

Hooker goes fo far as to challenge the fe&aries of his time 
“ to find out but one Church upon the face of the whole eajrth, 
* ( that hath been ordered by their difcipline, or that hath not 
“ beau ordered by ours, that is to fay by epifcopal regiment 
" fithence the time of the blefifed Apoftles were here conver- 
€t fant.” Prcf. to Eccl. Pol. p. io. Edit. 1666. 

See alfo on this fubjedt Stillingfleet’s Orig. Britan, p. 74— 
83. Cave’s Hiftor. Liter, vol. i. p. 42. Heylyn’s Reformation 
julHfied, p. Z02 and 251. Collier’s Eccl. Hift. vol. ii. p. 617. 
and Bingham’s Antiquities of the Chriftian Church, b. ii. c. 1. 
Fol. Edit. 1726. What Lord Chancellor King fays on epif¬ 
copal Government in his “ Enquiry into the conftitution, 
u &c.of the Primitive Church” is well anfwered by a Preibyter 
of the Church of England in a book, entitled “ an original 
•• Draught of the Primitive Church,” and publifhed in the year 
I717. An anfwer to it may alfo be found in Biftiop Smalridge’a 
Sermons, Fol. p. J07— 1*2. 
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among their Epiftles we find Tome, which 

make exprefs mention of * Biihops, Deacons, 

and Elders, and which were purpofely written 

to inftrudt and confirm the new Biihops* 

That thefe Biihops alfo were diftinguiihed 

from the Elders or Preibyters, * before or very 

icon * after the death of St. John, the moil 

zealous friends of the Preibyterian form of 

Church government allow. And were we 

even to concede that this diilindtion was not 
¥ 

always made antecedently to the expiration of 


8 i Tim. chapters 3d and 5th. 

1 Chillingworth informs us in his €c Apoflolical InfKtution of 
Epifcopacy demonflrated” (which is comprifed in four pages) 
that Petrus Molinaeus in a book, purpofely written in defence of 
the Preibyterian government, acknowledged “ that prefently 
88 after the Apoftles* times, or evejiin their time (as ecclefiaftical 
88 hiflory witneffeth) it was ordained that in every city one of 
w the Prelbytery Ihould be called a Bilhop, who lhould have 
88 Preeminence over his colleagues to avoid confulion which oft 
88 times arifeth out of equality. And truly this form of go- 
88 vernment all Churches everywhere received.** Chillingworth 
adds that another great defender of the Prelbytery Theodorus 
Beza confefleth in effect the fame thing. He alio fubjoins in a 
Note the conceflions of two other writers from Geneva: refer¬ 
ring his readers at length for fuller proofs to Dr. Hammond’s 
Efifiertatiohs againfl Blondel, which he fays 44 were never an- 
84 fwered and never will.” See Chillingworth’s Safe-Way, &c. 
—P. 321. 4th Edit. London 1674. 

* Walo MefTalinus de Epifcopis et Prelbyteris (8vo. p. 253.' 
Lugd. Bat. 1641) fays that the diftin&ion arofe about the be¬ 
ginning or middle of the fecond Century. And Blondel in his 
Apol. profententia Hieronymi (Preface, p. 11. Amllelodami 
1646) makes it commence about the year 13 5 v 

the 
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the Apoftolical age j no reafon can be affigned 
for an univerfal prevalence of it immediately 
after that period, which is not derived from 
decifions and injunctions, w delivered down by 
the Apoftles themfelves, concerning their fuc- 
ceffors in the paftoral care and government of 
die Church. 

The early Bifhops fell little fhort of the 
Apoftles in zeal and integrity. Thefe holy 
men, having extended to the utmoft of their 
abilities the knowledge of the truth, taught 
their converts by their own Example to live 
according to the do&rines of their profeflion, 
and by the fame perfuafive motive made them 
rejoice and triumph, when they were called 
upon to crown a well-fpent life by a death of 
pious fortitude. 


w During the life-time of the Apoftles, prefbyters, as Dr. Bent¬ 
ley infifts, were called iTrKrxo^roi, oroverfeers, juft as fuperinten- 
dents in the Heathen world were at that time fo denominated on 
different occasions. But the Apoftles having appointed thejr 
fucceffors in the feveral cities and communities and being them¬ 
felves removed from this world, the holy men thus appointed* 
though evidently the fucceffors of the Apoftles and not of the 
firft Bifhops, were too modeft to affume the title of Apoftles and 
contented themfelves with that of Bifhops: and" from that time 
* it was agreed over Chriftendom at once in the very next 
«« generation after the Apoftles to affign and appropriate to 
4t them the word tmvKQTrn, or Bifhop.” See Phileleutherus 
Lipfienfis, Remark 35. 
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How far indeed the fuccelTors of the Apof- 
tles in the fuperintendence of the Church fuc- 
ceeded them alfo in equal or even in fimilar 
powers of fupernatural agency, is a queftion, 
which the injudicious aflertions of the friends, 
and the artful inlinuations of the enemies of 
Chriftianity, render it very 1 difficult for the 
prefent age to determine. But (blefied be the 
great Contriver and Perfedter of our Salva¬ 
tion !) the determination is not eflential to our 
Faith. Already had the Almighty fet his feal 
to the truth of Chriftianity. Already had 
thofe miracles of our great Redeemer and his 
original difciples, which are recorded in holy 
Writ and which admit of proof in every age, 
laid deep the foundation of that Religion 
againft which the gates of Hell were never to 
prevail. It appears to have been 7 necefiary 


* Jortin fays, 44 I would not engage for the truth of any of 
44 the miracles after the year 107: but I wilh to be clafled with 

•* the doubters, not the deniers.” Rem. on Eccl. Hill. vol. ii. 
p. 71. He mull however be fuppofed here to except the mira¬ 
cle on Julian’s attempt to rebuild the temple of Jerufalem. See 
Notes on the 6th Sermon. 

y Chryfollom fays, <c Mjj tow* •* to pci ymabou wv cypua, rsx/xijpio* 
44 crow r» pwj ytyttwScti vrors* xat yag tot* *y*»*TO, xcu tvt 

44 xjpwniMtf ov y hitch. And again, “ wr euro r up Simw ygotQvv xcu 
44 tup rort ffYifjLHu* Tijy wr»» up X*yopc*» Hom. 6. in 

I Cor. 2. p. 276. tom. iii. Eton. 

So likewife St Auguftin fays, 44 Accepimus 'majores nollroi 
* eogradu fidei, quo a temporalibus ad sterna confcenditur, 

44 vifi- 
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that we fhould have the means of proving that 
our bleffed Saviour authenticated his pre- 
tenfions by fupernatural actions. It was per¬ 
haps neceflary that we fhould have means of 
proving alfo that the Apoftles, who were the 
witneffes of his refurredion and afcenfiori, at¬ 
tracted the refped and commanded the belief 
of mankind by the power with which they 
were endued from on high. But no reafon 
has ever been affigned, why we fhould be 
enabled to prove that miracles were performed 
by Chriftians in any fucceeding age, which 
might not encourage us to hope for fimilar in- 
terpofitions in our own. Not that it is my in¬ 
tention to queftion any authentic fads of this 
nature which are left us upon record; much 
lefs to give up, as fidions of pious fraud, all 
the relations of fubfequent miracles. It is my 
intention merely to affert that thefe miracles 
are not at prefent * eflential to the vindication 
of Chriflianity: and if we have not fufficient 


u vilibilia miracula (nec enifn aliter poterant) fecu:o3 elle: per 
u quos id adum eft ut neceflaria non eflent pofteris.” 

De vera Religion^, c. 25. Paris 1679. 

2 " With any other miracles” (than thofe of Chrift and hia 
Apoftles) “ however numerous, however confidently aflerted or 
“ plaufibly fet forth, we have nothing to do. There may havo 
“ been ten thoufand impoftures of this fort.” 

{Jurd’s Lincoln’s Inn Sermons, yoI. ii. p. 79. 
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arguments to eftabliih the credit of thofe 
among them which are genuine; it ought to 
be referred to the expiration of the period for 
which they were defigned. They were de- 
ligned to make up for the want of general in¬ 
formation concerning the nature and evidences 
of our Religion, which muft have been in 
an eminent degree the irremediable misfortune 
of numberlefs individuals in its early ages: 
they were defigned alfo to comfort and fupport 
the Chriftians of thofe ages under their pecu¬ 
liar circumstances of diftrefs. Being to us 
therefore in both thofe refpedts unnecefiaiy, 
they may well be fuppofed for that reafon to 
have defcended with a lefs decifive weight of 
evidence. 

But, whatever were the affiftances afforded 
to the early Pallors of the Church, they ap¬ 
pear to have made an active ufe of their pow¬ 
ers, whether natural or infpircd. They con¬ 
verted great numbers * every where to the 


. m Juftin Martyr tells Trypho, “ ovSk b ya^oXug en to ytm 
41 SpWTCuv, tilt fiagGctgutnt'ET&nvuv, tns a.Tt’kug urmovv ovopan •mpa* 
“ ctyo£tvo(Atvuv, V) a/xafo&wv jj ccoiKUt xccXovfXBvuv, 7) tv crxwonq xlwolpo- 
“ 9"" oiKOWTUt, 69 QiSfjLV) choc, tv ovofxu To? T8 ravguSsflog biatf SVXfU XXi 
€t TO) GjOtTgl XOU 'mOiVjTV] T U9 bXuy yiVOVTai” p, Edit, 

Par. 1615. An enumeration of the nations by which Chriftia- 
nity was received in. Tertullian’s time may be feen in his 
Treatife adverf. Judacos, c. 7, which he concludes in this very 

* remarkable 
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Faith: and if the unaffedted piety and zeal of 
fuch converts to Chriftianity in the three 
* firft centuries, and the want of thefe quali¬ 
ties in its fubfequent profefiors, be confidered; 
it will perhaps not be thought a violation of 
charity to doubt whether there were not more 
Chriftian virtue in the world before the expi- 


remarkable manner. 44 Chrifti autem regnum et nomen ubi- 
“ que porrigitur, ubique creditor,.ab omnibus gentibus fupernu- 
94 meratis colitur, ubique regnat, ubique adoratur, omnibus 
44 ubique tribuitur squallier : non regis apud ilium major 
“ gratia, non Barbari alicujus inferior Istitia, non dignitatum 
41 aut natalium cujufquam difcreta merita, omnibus aequalis, 
44 omnibus rex, omnibus judex, omnibus Dcus et Dominos eft.’ 9 
Eufebius fays on the lame fubjed that Chriftian Churches were 
erected “ «c « abf)Xois wx r.ou afann towoi?, oAA u reus (JcaXiret 
“ Ikaorp e Treraereus mXmru Ityu&uovu* §w avms Xty* ms P Wfxmuex 
44 BetaiXtuxcrrit, «n re me A 2 i*(a*tyup 9 xau Aptu>x» vt, jusS* oAtis T« 
44 ms Aiywms, xcu A&vriS) n xou Arteest «» t* xvfjuus ti xeu 

44 xppus, xou. <r*rro«u{ &no?” Dem. Evang. 1 . iii. p. 138. 

See alfo the citation above made from p. iiz. of the fame 
work. Arnobius likewife fays, 44 Vel haec faltem nobis faciant 
“ argumenta credendi quod jam per omoes terras, in tarn brevi 
“ tempore et parvo, immenfi nominis hujus facramenta diftufa 
49 funt, quod nulla jam natio eft tam barbari moris quae non ejus 
44 amore verfa molliverit.” Adv. Gentes, 1 . ii. p. 44. 

With regard to Heathen authorities concerning the extenlive 
propagation of Chriftianity in its early ages fee the paftages ad¬ 
duced by Dr. Powell from Suetonius, Dio, Julian, Tacitus, 
Pliny, &c. Sermon X,p. 154—162. 

See moreover on tins fubjed Stilling fleet’s Orig. Britan. 

b 54 - 

b See concerning the characters of th^ Chriftians in the firft 
ages what Cave fays in the fourth chapter of his 44 Primitive 
94 Chriftianity and what he urges at large, in the remaining 
parts of this work, on the manner in which they difeharged 
their Duty towards God, themfelves, and their neighbours. 
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ration of thole centuries, than detractors from 
the number and integrity of the early profef- 
fors of our Religion can prove to have exifted 
at any future period. But let not the fuggef- 
tion of fuch a doubt be fuppofed to carry with 
it any infinuation that the early Chriftians were 
exempted from all the bad confequenees of the 
depravity of human nature. Both the cenfures 
and the exhortations of the Apoftolical Epiftles 
prove the contrary, even with regard to the 
Apoftles’ own age. And the fame appears to 
have been the cafe in an increafing and c alarm¬ 
ing degree, as we advance nearer to the reign 
of Conftantine. However, it was by no means 
the cafe in any degree to be compared with 
the habitual profligacy, which has fince pre¬ 
vailed among Chriftians and difeovered itfelf 
by continued prevalences both of fraudulent 
fuperftition and of fceptical indifference. 

Nor were the early paftors lefs anxious to 
defend than to enlarge their care. On all 
fldes grievous wolves entered in not fparing 

c Eufebius fays of the Chriftian Church about the year 300, 

i€ vs ix itt» ttrAior itt* %ctvpoTi)Tct xa» pojfyietp vet 

€( fjtet < ftsT*jXAarlsTo, citoM* hcttpSoveptwir xoti (hctXoibopifjLtvVP 

xeu fxo popu^i Ytixcet otvrvv sccvtoh 'Wgoa’irohtfjt.wrarp onXcif, ci HVti w» 
€( x.cu hpour\ tok hot toyuv a^yepvup vt etp^art 'mpoepviyvvpvvp, xott 

“ tevpm teas xGtTstrcuriot&vTwp” Eccl. Hill. 1 . viii. c. i. 

the 
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the flock. d Perverfe brethren diftradted the 
minds of the weak: and cruel adveriaries from 
without a {faulted not only the Faith, but alio 
the lives, of thofe who called on the name of 
Chrift. While however the common enemy 
was ready to deftroy every profelfor of Chrif- 
tianity; it was not probable that there fhould 
be many pretended converts to this Religion: 
and among its fincere members lefs was to be 
feared from diflenfion of opinion. Though 
therefore the fpiritual paftor was not exempt 
from much anxious labour in fecuring his flock 
from internal herefyj it muft at this early 
period have been his principal care to guard it 
againft the foreign enemy. Accordingly, at¬ 
tempts were made at different times to obviate 
the Hander, and to difarm the malice, of the 
Heathen world by tranflations of the Scrip¬ 
tures, and by reprefentations, in numerous 
• apologies, of the true principles of Chrifti- 

d Sec Eufeb. Hift. Eccl. 1 . iv. c. 22. 

See alfo in the fame Hift. 1 . v. c. 20. an account of Irenxus’ 
zeal in refuting herelles. 

c Quadratus and Ariltides wrote apologies for the Chriftian 
Religion and addrefled them to Adrian. 

Eufeb. Hift. Eccl. 1 . iv. c. 3. 

Various other apologies were written at different times on the 
fame fubjedt. Thofe of Athenagoras and Melito compared 
with the apologies of Tertullian and Juftin Martyr have greatly 
the advantage, Jortin fays the latter are the performances of 

very 
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anity. Thefe exertions did indeed at par¬ 
ticular times produce the delired effe&: but 
the ceflation of perfecution, which they pro¬ 
duced, was ufually of very fhort continuance. 
It was f inferred before the commencement of 
the fifth century from figurative and fanciful 
explanations of Scripture that ten general per¬ 
fections were to befall the Church. Hence 
perfecutions have been magnified or extenu¬ 
ated, as might beft ferve to mark out with 
diftindtion the number which was to be com¬ 
pleted. And hence alfo modern Sceptics have 


very clowns compared with the former—Note on his Rem. on 
Eccl. Hift. vol. ii. p. 85. 

1 Sulpicius Severus, who died about the beginning of the 
fifth century, fays 0 Etenim facris vocibus decern plagis mun- 
dum afficiendum pronunciatum eft.” Sac. Hift. T. ii. c. 48. 
p. 370. 8vo. Ed. 1665. 

Auguftine and Orofius, according to the opinions of their 
times, refer for Scriptural prefigurations on the fubjett to the 
ten plagues of Egypt, and the ten oppofitions which' Moles en¬ 
countered from the Egyptians. Auguftine enumerates the dates 
of ten perfecutions of the Chriftians before the time of Con- 
ftantine and fays : “ plagas enim Aigyptiorum,quoniam decern 
“ fuerunt antequam inde exire inciperet populus Dei, putant 
“ ad fiunc intelledlum elfe referendas, ut noviflima Antkhrifti 
“ perfecutio fimilis videatur undecimae pJagae qua Asgyptii, dum 
“ hoftiliter fequerentur Hebraeos in mari rubro,—perierunt.” 
De Civitat. Dei, l.xviii. c. 52. Orofius recounts the ten perfe¬ 
cutions after Auguftine and fays explicitly, “ Decern ibi con- 
** tradi&iones adverfus Moyfen, hie decern edidla adverfus 
“ Chriftum,” 1. vii. c. 27. p. 533. Ed. Havercampi. 

Befides the part of Scripture, thus referred to by Auguftine 
and Orofius, others refer, but without better foundation, to 
Rev. xvii. 12—14. See on this fubjedt Mofheim, vol. i. p. 72. 

been 
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been led to question the reality of every fuch 
extraordinary perfecution. But the confc- 
quences, which have enfued from injudicious 
inferences drawn by the profeflors of our Reli¬ 
gion in its degenerate days, cannot juftify us 
in rgedting the true hiftory of its belt and moft 
( difinterefted members; or in giving up the 
k argument, which arifes in its favour from 
the extenfive fufferings of its early profeflors. 
That there were general and grievous perfe¬ 
ctions of the early Chriftians the 1 beft-in- 
fbrmed writers declare. Thefe perfecutions 
alfo continued in a greater or lefs degree from 
their firlt k commencement to the civil efta- 
blifliment of Chriftianity. Intolerance, once 
raifed among Heathen nations to the extrava¬ 
gance of inflidting the moft cruel death on the 


* S. Severus fays, p. 368. €t Certatira in gloriofa certamina 
€t ruebatur, multoquc avidius turn martyria glorioiis mortibus 
u quaerebantur, quam nunc Epifcopatus pravis ambitionibus 
11 appetuntur.** 

h “ The wonderful behaviour of the ancient Chriftians may 
“ juftly be accounted a proof of the truth of our Religion ; and 
“ we fhould deferve to be blamed and defpifed, if we parted 
** with it and gave it up tamely on account of a few objections.’* 
Jortin’s Remarks on Eccl. Hift. vol. ii. p. 149. 

1 Tacitus, Suetonius, Pliny, and others, whofe names may 
be feen in the Prolegomena to Cave’s Hift. Liter, p. 38. See 
alio on this fubjedt at large Eufeb. Hift. Eccl. 1 . viii. c. 1—14. 
and Cave’s Primitive Chriftianity, vol. i. p. 195. 3d Ed. 

k The perfecutions of Chriftians commenced under Nero— 
S. Severus, p. 350. 

peace- 
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peaceable profefiors of a Religion, the moft 
pure, and the moil Arid; in requiring its fol¬ 
lowers to abftain from the rites of idolatrous 
worfhippers and to endeavour by every means 
to convert them to the fervice of the living 
God, could not be expected to fubfide for any 
confiderable time, while the civil power con¬ 
tinued in oppofition to the truth and the fame 
difference of religious opinion was zealoufly 
maintained. It might indeed at times be re¬ 
trained by the interpofition of humanity or 
the juftice of public authority. But fuper- 
ftition, being always ready to crufh its enemies 
by force in proportion as it is unable to defend 
itfelf by reafon, would eagerly embrace every 
opportunity of returning to perfecution. Ac¬ 
cordingly, we find that it was not fufficient 
for the Roman Emperours on particular occa¬ 
sions to repeal the laws enacted againft Chrif- 
tians ; they were compelled 1 farther to decree 
fevere penalties againft their accufers. So for¬ 
ward was the zeal of Polytheifm to bring to 
punifhment the deferters or the defpifers of its 
public inftitutions! But it was only for Short 
intervals that the accufation of an innocent 


1 This was done by Adrian and Antoninus Pius. 

Eufeb. Hift. Eccl. 1 . iv. c. 9. 13* 

See alfo S. Severus, p. 365. 
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Chriftian was deemed criminal. During the 
reign of fome of the moft celebrated Empe- 
rours it was regarded as highly meritorious. 
And though, from the extraordinary blaze of 
particular perfections, fome countenance may 
be given to a numerical partition of them; 
yet it may fafely be afferted that Chriftian ity 
was in a” general ftateof perfecutionfrom the 
days of Nero to thofe of Conftantine, and that 
this cruelty was rather remitted at particular 
times, than the toleration of our Religion dis¬ 
turbed by any number of temporary perfec¬ 
tions. Nor fliall we have any doubt that it 
may be fafely thus afferted, when we confider 
the influence of large bodies of men and that 
the Roman “ Senate, as a body, was never fa¬ 
vourable to Chriftianity. The fufpenfion of 
thefe perfections, upon reprefentations of the 
real principles of Chriftianity, proves that their 
violence was often owing to the malicious and 
ignorant danders of its enemies; and, towards 
the conclufion, of none perhaps more than of 
Celfus. 

But, however much we may deplore the 

m See Stillingfleet’s Orig. Britan, p. 56. 

■ “ Marcus Aurelius and other Emperours not void of good 
u qualities opprefled the Chriftians to gain the efteem of the 
“ Senate ; who, as a body, were never favourable to Chriftia- 
“ nity” Jortin’sRem. vol. ii. p. 172. 

dif- 
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diftrefles in which the early Chriftians Were in¬ 
volved from the prevailing ignorance of their 
Religion j there were other evils derived from 
the fame fource, which ought not in the pre- 
fent times to be palled over lefs noticed or 
lefs lamented. It has been infultingly afked 
by modern ° unbelievers, whence it happened 
that fo mainy of the wileft and moft virtuous 
Heathens of thofe early ages remained uncon¬ 
verted to Chriftianity ? Thefe Heathens paid 
no ferious attention to the evidences of our Reli¬ 
gion. The Chriftian led: (as we are p informed 
by an inhabitant of Rome) was every where 
fpoken againft; and from thence its preten- 
fions were not fairly examined. “ The reli- 
“ gious tenets of the Galileans or Chriftians,” 
Mr. Gibbon q declares, “ were never made a 
«* fubjedt of punilhment nor even of inquiry.” 
And farther he himfelf r allows the Chriftians 
to be “ the friends of mankind;” though 
Tacitus * informs us that the Romans con- 
lidered them in a diametrically oppolite light: 
“ that the Romans condemned them not lo 
** much for the crime of fetting fire to the 
u city, as for their hatred of mankind.” Ta- 

• See Gibbon’s Hill. vol. i. p. 516. p A&sxxviii. 3a., 

^ Hiftory, vol. i. p* 537. r Ibid. p. 537. 

* Annal. 1 . x'v. c. 44. 

citui 
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citus therefore at once fupplies us with a 
proof of the ignorance of the Romans with 
regard to the Chriftians, and with a preemp¬ 
tive proof alio of fuch a prejudice in this people 
againft them from their fuppofed hatred of 
mankind, as mull effectually indifpofe all, who 
were influenced by it, for any proper inquiry 
into their Religion. In reality the Jews and 
Chriftians were either * confounded together 
at this period, or at fartheft thought feCts of 
the lame Religion: and the charge of igno¬ 
rance and fuperftition, with which the Jews 
had ever been branded, was indifcriminately 
applied to both. It was therefore thought 
needlefs by Heathen pride to examine into the 

* This appears from what Suetonius fays of the expulfion of 
the Jews (or Chriftians) from Rome: u Judaeos, impulfore 
** Chrefto, aifidue tumultuantes Roma: expulit.” In Vita Clau* 
dii, c. 25. 

The fame appears to have been the cafe alfo with regard to 
the Jews and Egyptians. Mr. Hume afterts (Note on his ElTays 
vol. ii. p. 461.) ** that ancient writers of the greateft genius 
“ (Tacitus and Suetonius) were not able toobferve any difference 
u between the Egyptian and the Jewifh Religion.” If fo, how 
miferably ignorant muft they have been on the fabje 61 ! And 
what opinion muft Tacitus have had of the Chriftians, whom 
he probably did not feparate from the Jews; when he joins 
the latter with the Egyptians and fays — “ Adtum et de 
“ facris AEgyptiis Judaicifque pellendis; fa&umque patrum 
“ Confultum ut quatuor millia libertini generis ea fuperftitione 
“ infefta, queis idonea aetas, in infulam Sardiniam veherentur 
u coercendis illic latrociniis, et fi ob gravitatem coeli interiiftent, 

vile damnum : Cseteri cederent Italia niii certam ante diem 
u profanes ritus exuiffent Ann. 1 . ii. c. 8j. 

F evi- 
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evidences of a Religion, which it was every 
where taken for granted was falfe. And the 
fame contemptuous * indifference with regard 
to the difputes of Jews and Chriftians about 
words, and names, and their law; which 
Gallio, T Seneca’s brother, openly profefied 
when he Was Deputy of Achaia, was die com¬ 
mon method of treating Chriftianity among 
the philofophers of thoie days. We have a 
remarkable proof of this in the younger Pliny’s 
well-known Epiftle to Trajan. No mention 
occurs throughout the whole of any inquiry 
which had been made into the foundation of 
the Chriftian Religion. Nothing farther had 
at all been inquired into, than the behaviour 
of it’s profeflors. Of this Pliny was called 
upon to take cognizance, as a civil magiftrate. 
Even to have examined into the general pre¬ 
tentions of their Religion might have appeared 
to admit the poffibility, at lead, of its truth; 
a conceffion, humiliating to the pride of a 
w philofopher, and dangerous to the interefts 
of a dependant on a Heathen court. Without 
any fuch examination therefore he profefles 
at once “ x he had not the leaft doubt, what- 

* Adis xviii. 15. Y Tacit. Annal. 1. xv, c. 73. 

w See Bp. Warburfcon’s Julian, p. 22. 

* * c Neque dubitabam, qualecunque efletquod faterentur, per- 
vicaciam certe et inflexibilem obilinationcm debere puniri.** 

i€ ever 
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*' ever were their confeffion, that their ftub- 
" bornnefs and inflexible obftinacy ought cer- 
“ tainly to be punilhed.” Indeed the very 
names, by which the Heathen writers diftin- 
guifh Chriftianity, afford abundant proof of 
their ignorance of it. Who, that knows any 
thing of the real nature of our Religion, can 
think when 1 Pliny calls it “ Superftitio prava 
“ et immodica,” * Tacitus " exitiabilis Super- 
“ ftitio,” and Suetonius ** • Superftitio nova 
“ et malefica;” that they had at all enquired 
into the Religion, which they thus malevo¬ 
lently and erroneoufly k characterize? And 
what reafonable man can join with the unbe¬ 
lievers, above alluded to, in c expecting that the 
miraculous appearances of nature recorded in 
the Scriptures of our Religion Ihould, if true, 
be mentioned by fuch writers; any more than 
that they fhould themfelves become its con¬ 
verts ? Efpecially too, as we/ know that thefe 
are not the only remarkable circumftances of 

y Epift. 1, x. Ep. 97. * Annal. l.xv. c. 44. 

* In Nerone, c. 16. 

* See concerning the different calumnies, which were thus 
propagated with regard to Chriftianity and its profeffors, the 
paflages cited at large from the Apologias and various other 
early writers in the lour fir It chapters of Cave’s “ Primitive 
u Christianity.” 

c See Gibbon’s Hiit. v. u p. 518. 

F 2 Eaftern 
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d Eaftern hiftory which European writer^ 
have pafled over 1 in filence. We know that 
they fay nothing even of the * exigence of 
cities of Syria, the mod magnificent that ima¬ 
gination can conceive. But indeed' what 
comparifon can there ever be between the fi- 
lerice of remote and inattentive philofophers 
and. the pofitive teftimony of eye-witncfles ? 

If any actual enquiry into thefe and the 
other miracles of Chriftianjty be fuppofed to 
have been made by the writers in queftion; 
their filence will in that cafe become a power¬ 
ful argument in its favour. Surely, if they 


d The darknefs at our Saviour’s crucifixion appears to have 
been a circumftance confined to Eaftern hiftory. For the yn 
(Matt, xxyii. 45.) over which it was fpread, does not neceffarily 
include more than the land of Judaea. And there alfoit was by 
no means total ; fince, at the time when the miracle was wrought, 
it did not hinder the perfons around the crofs from feeing our 
Saviour and each other diftinttly. Bp. Warburton in his Julian 
obferves (p. 69, 70.) on a Jewifh writer, who fays that at the 
time of the defeat of Julian’s attempt to rebuild the temple of 
Jerufalem €t there was an earthquake over all the Earth:” 
4 ‘ The Hiftorian’s calling it an earthquake over all the earth is 
94 in the language of the Jews, and the fame with that of the 
€ * Evangelift, who tells us that at the crucifixion there was dark- 
4t nefs over all the earth.” 

c Volney fays, «* that Balbec is mentioned only by one wri- 
€C ter, John of Antioch, who attributes the building of it to An- 
“ toninus Pius,” Travels Engl. Edit. vol. ii. p. 245.—And 
that the world had very confufed ideas of the power and grandeur 
which Palmyra had pofiefied : ft They were fcarcely even fuf- 
“ petted in Europe till towards the end of the laft century.” 
Vol. ii. p. 277. 
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enquired into the miraculous proofs of our 
Religion j they either found thofe proofs 
fictitious or not. If fictitious ; many reafons 
may be affigned why they fhould expofe the 
fiction to the world, whether they were good 
or bad men. But if on the contrary they did 
not find them fictitious $ if good men, they 
muft themfelves profefs the Chriilian Faith 
and thenceforth becoming its advocates expofe ' 
their teftimony to the imputation of partiality: 
or, if bad men, they would (to aCt moft con- 
fiftently with worldly policy) pafs the whole 
over in filence. For, to fuppofe that a good 
man fhould admit the truth of a miracle and 
not believe the doCtrine which it corifirms, or 
that a bad man fhould bear witnefs to a cir- 
cumftance which condemns himfelf, is equally 
unreafonable. If therefore the filence of the 
unconverted philofopher operate at all with 
regard to our Religion j it muft operate 
powerfully in its favour. 

That before the civil eftablifhment of 
Chriftianity many Heathen philofophers were 
diftinguifhed by fuch a converfion to its belief, 
as might be expeCted from the enquiries of 
thofe good men among them who did not find 
its evidences fictitious, is f indifputable. Their 

r See Arnobius adv. Gentes, 1 . ii. p. 44: and GrotSus de 
yerit. 1. ii. c. 4. 

F 3 enquiries 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



7 o SERMON II. 

enquiries alfo were often excited in a manner 
the moft creditable to our Religion. In the 
fchools of their celebrated Leaders thefe 
philofophers had been inftruCted concerning 
the excellency of virtue, and had heard of its 
fuperiority to all worldly affliction and even to 
death itfelf. But the fchools, which they 
frequented, could fupply them with the * theory 
only of this heroifm. When therefore they 
faw their admired fpeculations realized in 
Chriftian Martyrs j when they law illiterate 
crowds prefs forward with eagernefs to meet 
fufferings, which it would have been the moft 
ardent wifti of other men to avoid j when 
they faw alfo that ftedfaftnefs in fuffering, 
which they had before thought to be more 
than human, difplay itfelf in b women and 
children j they were diverted of the common 
1 prejudices againft the fufferers and k led to 


* Plato is fuppofed to have obfcured his do&rines that he 
might not fall under the fentence of Socrates And Ariftotle 
is known to have fled from Athens for the fame reafon. See 
Origen againft Celfus, 1 . i. c. 65.—Paris. 1733. 

h See Dodwell De fortitudine Martyrum, in his 12th differ- 
tation on St. Cyprian. 

1 Juftin Martyr fays, ic Avros lyu to*; riAaTwro? h$xy- 

*' (Acuri haSaXhoiAtpiif axtiuv Xgiriatve, oput xcu ctfoGaf irpc$ Sava- 
44 rot hcu metrra 'tot, tofxt^ofjutx (ftoGepx, inn** ahjtarot Mat if koxmi 
“ kcu f&yfrotix VTrofX'Hv avTXf‘ Tif yap QtXtfiotof y axparyf xat at* 
tf Sgvmtotr trapxvt @opat yfy^tto^ ayaSov, XvtaiT at Satarot cuntaJ^w 
u Sat 0 True rut avra ayaSuv rspySy, x. t. Juftin*s I ft Apol. p. 50. 

edit. Par. 1615. See alfo La&antius de Juftit. 1 . v. c. 13. 
k Tertullian fays of the fufferings of Chriftians,“ Quis enim 

t€ non 
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enquire into the foundation of this unufual 
fortitude. And their enquiries, thus ultimately 
directed to the miraculous evidences of our 
Religion, often ended in a profeflion of the 
lame Faith and a difplay of the fame fortitude. 
Such was the converfion of Tertullian; and 
fuch was. the converfion and glorious 1 death 
alfo of JufHn Martyr. 

From feme indeed of thefe converts arofe 
evils of the moft ferious confequence to Chrifi> 
thnity. The prejudices, incident to human 
nature, fuffered not all the new and philofo- 
phical believers in our Religion to facrifice the 
learning of their fchoeds to its fokmn, but 
fimple, truths. Hence numerous fefts of both 
“ Gnoftic and Platonic Chriftians, or of Chrif- 
tians who, mingled human knowledge of 
different kinds with divine Revelation in their 
tdigious tenets: hence Revelation was wrefted 
to fupport fanciful conjectures, “ herefies were 


u non contemplatione cjuis concatfenr ad requirendum qtdd in* 
“ tus in re fit ? Quis non, ubi requiiivit, accedit ? Ubi ac- 
u ccffit, pati exoptet Apol. ad finem. 

1 See an account of Juftin Martyr’s death in Eufeb. Hid. 
Eccl. 1. iv. c. 16. 

m Mr. Bingham fays that the term u Gnoftic” was originally 
applied in a good fenfe to Chriftians, as to thofe who were pol- 
fefled of the belt knowledge ; but that it was afterwards aped 
and abufed by others. Antiquities, b. i. c. i. fed. 3. 

* Jortin obferves that moil of the ancient herefies were a 
mixture of philofophy, Greek or Oriental, and Chrikianity— 

F 4 Rc- 
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introduced, the peace of the infant Church 
difturbed, and a foundation laid for thofe num- 
berlefs diflenfions, which added (as was before 
remarked) to the anxiety of Chriftian Paftors 
during the time of perfecution, and prevented 
them in future ages from enjoying the happy 
effects of toleration and eftablilhmerit. 

That however a very confiderable propor¬ 
tion of the converts to Chriftianity during the 
three firft centuries confifted of men of illi¬ 
terate education can be no difcredit to that 
Religion, of which it was a diftinguifhing 
mark that “ the poor had the Gofpel preach- 
** ed unto them.!’ The Apoftles and their fuc- 
ceflors, in general, were men of this fort. 
They were, in general, remarkahle neither 
for their learning nor for their eloquence. 
They exprefs the molt pious fentiments in the 
moil fimple language and the moil important 
truths without ornament. But the piety of 
their fentiments and the truth of their doc¬ 
trines were fufficient under Providence to 
make their Religion prevail: and, in fpite of 


Remarks, vol. ii. p. 266. And again, the philofophers who 
“ paiTed from Judaifm and Paganifm to Chriftianity corrupted 
' •* the fimplicity of the Gofpel, turned it into a contentious Re* 
ligion, and filled it with unedifying {peculations.” 

Vol. ii. p. *73. 

all 
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all oppofition, it continued in fucceffive ages 
to prevail with the mafs of mankind by the 
convidtion of ° honeft and humble, attention, 
till thofe great men, who were not to be 
allured by its own excellence, found it expe¬ 
dient from worldly motives to come over to 
its fide; being influenced in this mofl import¬ 
ant of all concerns by the conduct of an illi¬ 
terate multitude and not by the difcoveries of 
their own fuperior p wifdom. This is the great 
argument, which is inferred in favour of our 
Religion from its peculiar mode of propagation. 
The argument is not inferred from any num¬ 
ber of wife or powerful men, who embraced 
Chriflianity in this or that place at any given 
time j but from the triumph which it ob¬ 
tained over the wifdom and power of the 
world by a procefs, contrary to what was ever 
obferved in the fuccefs of any other inftitution: 
the fooliih things of the world were chofen 
* to confound the wife and the weak to con¬ 
found the mighty. 

But in reality the truth of Chriflianity, 
and the fatisfadtion refulting from a convidtion 


• See the Introdu&ion to Bp, Warburton’s Julian, p. 26. 

• See the fame, p, 25, 

1 I Cor. i. 27. 

of 
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of that truth, are very little concerned in the- 
enquiries which at. prefent form a confiderabl© 
part of ccclefiaftical hiftory during the fir ft 
ages of our Religion: in enquiries concerning 
the miracles aleribed to the fuccelTors of the 
Apoftles, concerning the extent of the early 
propagation of our Religion, -the extent of the 
perfecution of its profelfotsj and the reafons 
from the beginning why it was not generally 
received by men of leairning and why uni- 
verfal mention was not made by them of its 
miraculous proofs. Thefe are fubjefts, on 
which the enemies of our Faith have been 
able to avail themfelves of the errors, the 
©millions, and other imperfedtiops, of its 
friends as well as foes. With them there¬ 
fore thefe are favourite topics of declamation j 
and from thence they neceflarily make a parf 
of thofe fubfequent obfervations on the hiftory 
of our Religion which are intended to vindi¬ 
cate its truth. 

It is fufficient with regard to the original 
propagation of Chriftianity ; at leaft indeed 
it is fufficient for our fatisfa&ion, as far as the 
foundation of our Faith is concerned in this 
important part of our hiftory; if we are in¬ 
formed—that the publication of our Religion 
was entrufted, after the afeenfion of its great 

Author, 
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Author, to poor and illiterate men who had 
been his Difciples and witneffes from the be¬ 
ginning:—-that thefe men were enabled by fu- 
pernatural means to confirm the truth of their 
do&rines and to preach the Gofpel to all 
nations:—that their induftry was proportioned 
to the importance of their commiffion and to 
their means of fuccefs:—that numbers were 
converted by their preaching:—that, by the 
miracles performed before the expiration of the 
apoftolical age, by the writings of the New in 
addition to thofe of the Old Teftament, and by 
inltitutions appointed for the public profefiion 
of our Religion, provifion was made for its re¬ 
gular and permanent maintenance among its 
converts, and for the converiion of men of 
every age to its belief, without the aid and in 
oppofition to all the efforts of human power 
and human wifdom:—and that all thofe, who 
Were thus employed at firft to publifh and 
confirm the doctrines of Chriftianity, having 
before given up every profpedt in this world 
for its fake, at length, when brought to the 
* trial, chearfully laid down their lives in at- 


* Every one of the Apoftles was actually brought to the trial, 
except St* John. See the paftage above cited from Stillingflet’i 
Crig. Sac. p. 275. 


teflation 
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teftation of its truth; leaving to lateft pofterity 
the moft unequivocal affurance of the reality 
of the miraculous events, recorded by them in 
the New Teftament, which had been the 
objedts of their fenfes and the original founda¬ 
tion of their faith. Few as thefe circum- 
ftances are, they comprehend in reality all the 
information concerning the firft propagation 
of our Religion, which reafonable men can 
think neceffary for the confirmation of its truth* 
As to all other miracles befides thofe which 
are recorded in Holy Writ, they are not to be 
reckoned (as hath been fully declared) among 
the prefent proofs of our Religion. And 
though ftrong arguments may be drawn in its 
favour from the extent of its early propagation, 
and from the extent of the perfecution which 
it overcame; even thefe are not to be confi- 
dered as abfolutely neceffary to our cauie. 
The various errors, whether with regard to 
fictitious miracles or ill-founded reprefentations 
of other forts, which were intermingled with 
the hiftory of our Religion by its advocates, 
and the diverfified oppofition and contempt 
which it encountered from its enemies, prove 
only, what we every day experience, that 
Chriftianity may be defended with little judg¬ 
ment and that the moft gracious offers may be 
rejected and infulted. 

Such 
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Such however, as they are above fketched, 
arc the occurrences (whether they are all ef- 
fcntial to the confirmation of our faith or not) 
which form the principal outlines of the 
Chriftian hiftory from its publication after the 
refurreftion of Chrift to its eftablifhment by 
Conftantine. During a period of nearly 300 
years, our Religion, having been openly * ** pro¬ 
filed under the inftitutions originally appoint¬ 
ed for its maintenance, was expofed to all 
thofe calamities, which arife from the ma¬ 
lice of powerful enemies and from imperfec¬ 
tions of various kinds in mifguided friends. 
But, under every * difadvantage, its intrinfic 
purity and external evidences, aided by the in¬ 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, made it go on and 
gain ftrength; till Conftantine, encouraged 
and perhaps perfuaded by the " number of his 


* See Jof. Mede’s difeourfe concerning Churches: Works, 
Book 2d, Edit. 1672:—and Cave’s “ Primitive Chriftianity.” 

1 “ Ecclefiaftical hiftory will Ihew us the amazing progrefs 
44 of Chriftianity through the Roman empire, through the Eaft 
* 4 and through the Weft, during the three firft centuries : though 
4t the powers of this world ftrenuoufly oppofed it; though po- 
“ verty and infamy, diftrefs and oppreffion, the lofs of friends, 
44 property, liberty, and life were often the lot of its profef- 
44 fors.” Jortin’s 2d Charge, Sermons, vol. vii. p. 382. 

0 Cave proves that in the reign of Diocleftan there were 
above forty Baiilicae or Churches in Rome only. Cave’s 
Primitive Chriftianity, vol. i. p. 133. 

And Dr. Powell fays, in oppolition to many of our modern 
writers, that, 44 when Conftantine afeended the throne, the Chrif- 
44 tian party was equal, perhaps foperior, to their adverfaries 

** through the whole Empire,” 10th Sermon, p. 165. 

Chriftian 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



78 SERMON II. 

Chriftian fubjeds, proclaimed himfelf a convert 
and guardian of Chriftianity. From his time, 
notwithftanding the apoftacy of one fucceed- 
ing Emperour and the profligacy of many more, 
we may affirm that Kings became its T nurfing 
fathers and Queens its nurfing mothers. Hav¬ 
ing raifed itfelf to the favourable attentipn of 
Princes by the poflcflion, which it had before 
taken of their fubjeds’ hearts, it has thence¬ 
forth received protedion from them ; and has 
itfelf in return proteded both their perfons 
and authority. 

w If. xlix. 23. 
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Be ready always to give an anfwer to every 
man, that ajketb you a reafon of the Hope 
that is in you. 

T HE prefent difcourfe is to carry our 
obfervations on the hiftory of our Reli¬ 
gion from the eftablilhment of it by Conftan- 
tine to the commencement of the Reform¬ 
ation. 

The eftablilhment of our holy Religion by 
Conftantine without doubt filled the minds 
of its fincere profeffors with the pureft joy. 
Whoever confidered the excellence of the Re¬ 
ligion itfelf, and the protection which it was 
now to receive from the civil power, might 
well be led with pious fervour to imagine that 
the bleflings, with which it was ulhered in, 
were thenceforth to receive their accomplilh- 

ment; 
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ment: that thenceforth ‘glory would be given 
to God in the higheft, and that on earth there 
would be peace and good will towards men. 
And indeed to this period b is referred the 
glorious triumph of the Church, celebrated 
in the feventh Chapter of the Revelation of 
St. John. But the depravity of the human 
heart from the beginning oppofed itfelf to its 
remedy, and infected not only the unlearned 
part of Chriflians, but the teachers of Chrif- 
tianity themfelves; thus making way for ge¬ 
neral and permanent corruptions. Among the 
Apoftles we have a Judas Ifcariot. In the 
ages immediately fubfequent, and among the 
rulers alfo of the Church, arofe men of per- 
verfe minds and totally unworthy of their fa- 
cred ftation. But the number of unworthy 
rulers, no lefs than the general number of in- 
fincere and unworthy profeflors of our Reli¬ 
gion, was reftrained in the early ages by per¬ 
fection, and is fmall, when compared with 
the fwarms of both, which under the future 
and peaceable ftate of the Church were more 
zealous to partake of its * emoluments than 

* Luke ii. 14. 

b See Bp. Newton on the. Prophecies, vol. iii. p. 74—77. 

e S. Severus, p. 3 68 . Stillingfleet’s Orig. Britan, p.178. 

to 
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to promote in any refpedt its fpiritual interefts. 
As fbon as Bifhops were d eledted by intrigues 
and embarked in the fupport of factions, the 
qualifications for their high rank and a proper 
demeanour in it were no longer ufual and 
diftinguifhing parts of their character. Differ* 
ent Princes contended for temporal power; and 
different Eifhops grafped as * contentioufly at 
each other’s ecclefiaftical j urifdidtion. One per¬ 
nicious confequence of thefecontefls is to be la¬ 
mented in the want of purity, which during 
the contention and in fucceeding times prevail¬ 
ed throughout the Chriflian world. The pro- 

d This cemfure ought not to be equally applied to all the 
Bifhops of this period. When Ammianus Marcellinus fpeaks 
of the manner of obtaining Biihopricks, and of the luxury of 
Bilhops; he fays there was a very great difference between the 
Bilhops of cities and thofe of provinces. “ Neque ego abnuo 
“ often tationem rerum confiderans urban arum, hujus rei cupi- 
“ dos ob impetrandum quod appetunt omni contentione later urn 
“ jurgari debere: quum id adepti futuri funt ita fecuri ut di- 
“ tentur oblationibus matronarum, procedantque vehiculis infi- 
“ dentes, circumfpede veftiti, epulas curantes profufas, adeo ut 
“ eorum convivia regales fuperant menfas. Qui effe poterant 
“ beati revera, fi, magnitudine urbis defpe&a quam vitiis oppo- 
“ nunt, ad imitationem antiftitum quoruridam provincialium 
“ viverent; quos tenuitas edendi potandique parciflime, vilixas 
“ etiam indumentorum et fupercilia humum fpe&antia perpetuo 
“ numini verifque ejus cultoribus ut puros commendant et 
“ verecundos.” C. xxvii. p. 45 8. edit. 1 j 5 8. 

e Eufebius mentions the contefts, which prevailed in the 
Church, “ o£xo*tvp even before the reign of Conftan- 

tae, Hift. Eccl. 1 . viii. c. 1. 

G feffion 
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feffion of Chriftianlty was indeed extended. 
The converfion of many nations was begun 
long after the Chriftian eftabliihment by Cton- 
ftantine. Among many nations alfo, which 
had before partially profeffed the Chriftian 
Faith, much was done to render the profeffion 
of it univerfal. But, the fountains from which 
Chriftianity flowed being corrupt, we cannot 
wonder if the doctrines, which were propagat¬ 
ed under its authority, ihould henceforth be 
impure. Befides a deficiency in enforcing 
moral duties, even religious dodtrines were 
perverted and made matter of party violence. 
f Herefies of the moft pernicious tendency were 
propagated with cruel perfecutions of the con¬ 
trary Faith j while on the other hand 1 little 
differences of opinion were at length conftrued 
into damnable herefies. 

This fpirit of contention in the rulers of 
the Church found no fmall encouragement 


f Arianifm was enforced in this* manner under Gonftantius, 
Valens, &c. And, as Bp. Sherlock obferves, the great Arian 
controverfy yielded as fevere trials to Chriftians as they had ever 
before experienced. Sermons, vol. iii. p. 358. 

See on this fubjeft Sozomen, Hill. Ecd. 1 . vi. c. 18. and So* 
crates, 1. iv. c. 16. 

* See the objections urged by Michael Cerularius againft the 
Latin Church, Moih, vol. ii. p. 556. 


and 
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and fupport in the learning of the times. It 
hath been h before remarked that many philo- 
fophers were found among the early converts 
to Chriftianity. More fucceeded them in 
fubfequent ages. In the dodtrine of the Tri¬ 
nity, and in the dodtrines of Revelation which 
relate to the iall of man and the operation of 
evil fpirits, thefe philofophers found a 1 refem- 
blance to the tenets of their refpedtive fchools. 
When therefore they embraced Chriftianity, 
they did not think it neceftary to relinquifti the 
k language of their former tenets; if indeed 
they relinquiftied 1 all the tenets themfelves. 
From a ftudioufnefs to reconcile fuch language 
with their new Religion much curious and ty- 

h See the preceding fermon. 

1 Philo, an Helleniftic Jew of Alexandria, who lived at the 
fame time with the Apoftles and who is faid by fome to have 
been an apoftate Chriftian, prepared the way, by his ingenious 
but fanciful combinations of the Jewifh Scriptures with the Pla¬ 
tonic philofophy, for fimilar corruptions of Chriftianity. Pho- 
tius fays, that he was the writer “ *{ a %*% mas o afonyofixos rr* 
“ yfatpm txxXittna Xoyos 1 u PX r,p i^pt*?***. 

See the part of Photius prefixed to the Paris Edit, of Philo. 

See alfo what fiiftiop Bull fays of Philo: Engliih Works, 
vol. iii. p. 1126, 8vo. 

k Bifhop Horfley’s Tradts, 8vo. 1789. p. 68. 

1 See what Bifhop Warburton fays on this fubjedt in the in¬ 
troduction to his “ Julian,” where he deduces the corruptions 
of our Religion in the dark ages “ from the adulterate orna- 
“ menu which the fucceffors of the Apoftolic fathers brought 
“ from the brothels of philofophy to adorn the fandlity of Re- 
" ligion,” p. 24—54. 

G 2 pical 
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pical reafbnirtg was introduced. This reafbn- 
ing at firft ferved to Ihelter the prejudices of 
individuals. It was afterwards regarded as a 
creditable difplay of “literary attainments. And, 
as it had been adopted by men of known “ at¬ 
tachment to Chriftianity, it was generally 
thought to detradt nothing from the Chriftian 
character. This made way for more extenfive 
0 accommodations of our Religion to human 


m Clemens Alexandrinus compofed his €t Stromata** from the 
Scriptures and Heathen writers. His own words with regard to 
his work are very remarkable : <€ Si ol Zrp^f/.aTn^ ava- 

t€ fJLtfjnyfxtvnv TW aXr&eiav toi$ <pi\oao(pui{ SoyfAMcri' /uaAAor iyxixa- 
“ kvf.AfjiiPw xa\ iVjxixpviApivw, xaSamg tu Xsirvpu to tSuhipo* Ttf xotr 
*• fve” 1. 1. C. I. 

. Tertullian fays, “ Ipfae denique haerefes a philofophia fubor- 
€ * nantur:” and again at the conclufion of the fame chapter, 
c< viderint qui Stoicum et Platonicum, et Diale&icum Chrif- 
49 tianifmum protulerint.” Adv. Hasr. c. 7. 

In what manner the philofophers of the early ages ftudied 
Chriftianity may be inferred alfo from what Cave fays of 
them at the Nicene Council, “ ad hunc conventum venifle quof- 
“ dam philofophos five diale&icos de rebus theologicis fubtili- 
49 ter difputaturos.” Hift. Liter, vol. i. p. 351. 

n Such as Clemens Alexandrinus. Cyprian himfelf was fo 
fond of my ftical interpretation, that Cave calls it “the argu- 
“ ment which that good man produces as his warrant to knock 
V down a Controverfy, when other arguments were too weak to 
“ do it.” Prim. Chrift. vol. i. p. 350. 

And even Ammonius, the mailer of Origen, is faid to have 
lived and died a Chriftian. Stillingfleet’s Orig. Sac. p. 501. 

0 The Gnoftic fefl, which began in the days of the Apoftles* 
was extended in the fecond century by Baiilides. He (as Mo- 
fheim fays, vol. i. p. 223.) has generally obtained the firft 
place among the Egyptian Gnofties; and is called by Cave 

“ Gnofticorum 
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fyftems, and for fuch explanations of its par- 
ticular doctrines, as before its civil eftablifhment 
had blended almoft every tenet of it with the 
reveries of philolophical fpeculatifts. After its 
civil eftablifhment thefe fubjeds of abufe went 
on to ? increafe. Philofophical Divinity was 


“ Gnofticorom antelignanus** (Hill. Lit. vol. i. p. 49.) He 
was followed by Valentine, Theodotus the tanner, and many 
others; among whom Manes t€ was fo adventurous** (to u& 
the words of Molheim) “ as to attempt a coalition of the doc* 
" trine of the Magi with the Chriftian fyflem or the explication 
•* of the one by the other.** Vol. i. p. 296. 

Nor did Origen, who was the leader of the platonizing 
Chrillians, derive his fpeculations from a matter, who had been 
lefs adventurous in the corruption of Chrittianity than Manes 
himfelf. See Molheim, vol. i. p. 169—174. Under Origen 
the platonizing Chrillians foon eclipfed their Gnottic brethren. 

“ A prodigious number of interpreters both in the third 
“ century and in the following times purfued the method of 
“ Origen 5 nor could the few, who explained the Scriptures 
“ with judgment and a true fpirit of criticifm, oppofe the 
“ torrent of Allegory which was overflowing the Church**— 
** Origen illuftrated the greateft part of the dodlrines of 
“ Chrittianity, or to fpeak more properly difguifed them 
“ under the lines of a vain philofophy.** Molheim, vol. i. 
p.278,279. 

p Molheim fays of the fourth century : u Origen was the 
** great model, whom the moll eminent of the Chriftian doflors 
u followed in their explications of the truths of the Gofpel, 
“ which were of confequence explained according to the rules 
“ of the Platonic philolophy, as it was corrected and modelled 
“ by that learned father.** Vol. i. p. 369. 

Under this cenfure he includes Jerome, Hilary, Eufebius, 
Ephraim the Syrian, Chryfoftom, Athanalius, and bidymus. 

And fo prevalent in thefe ages was the cuftom of difguifing or 
fecreting the doctrines of Chrittianity that Cave tells us, 
Chryfoftom, in fpeaking of the myfterious parts of our Religion, 
ufep the words <f warn 0i at leaft fifty times in hi» 

G 3 wriungs, 
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enlarged : and the ftudy of philofophy, which 
was neceflary before this Divinity could be un- 
derftood, was for that reafon thought eflential 
to Chriftianity. And though the Platonic iyf- 
tem, which it had been the fuccefsful aim of 
ages to incorporate with Chriftianity and 
which had obfcured the philofophy adopted by 
the Gnoftics, was difcredited by the condemna¬ 
tion of fome of its principal advocates and was 
at length abolithed by Juftinian ; yet it only 
made way for the Ariftotelic, a philofophy bet¬ 
ter calculated to promote and regulate theolo¬ 
gical deputations. The effects of the inter¬ 
mixture of philofophy with Chriftianity were 
not eafily to be done away. Men had not 
merely availed themfelves of the aftiftance of 
human fcience in the explication of Chriftia- 
hity} they had confounded both together, and 
had produced a jargon of philofophical Divinity 
which tended irrefiftibly to deftroy all diftindt 


writings. Prim. Chrift. vol. i. p. 213. See alfo on this 
fubjeft Bingham’s Antiquities, b. x. c. 5. left. 8. 

In the following ages the moil learned commentators did in 
general nothing more than tranfcribe the Divinity of their pre- 
deceffors. 4 * The greater part of them realoned and difputed 
•* concerning the truths of theGofpel, as the blind would argue 
€< about light and colours,” &c. Mofh. vol. ii. p. 128. Ac¬ 
counts of them may be feen in different parts of Mofheim’s fe- 
cond and third Volumes. See alfo Jortin’s Remarks, vol. v. 
p. 132. 

ideas 
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ideas of each confidered as a feparate and inde¬ 
pendent ftudy. Their minds had been called 
off from a fimple confideration of the doctrines 
of Revelation : and, however their lyftem 
might be diverted from ’ Plato to Ariftotle, and 
firom Ariftotle to St. r Auguftine, to Peter 
’ Lombard, or to any other father or dodtor of 
the Church; their attention was with diffi¬ 
culty afterwards to be attached to the holy 
Scriptures, and to the pure Religion which 
they teach. This certainly was an eftential 
caufe of thofe faults, which may be difcovered 
in the venerable writings of the uninfpired 
profeffors of our Religion in its early ages, and 
of the various herefies and general corruption 
of Chriftianity from the days of Ammonius 
and his fcholar Origen down to that fcho- 
laftic Theology, whofe jargon did fo much mif- 
chief in the Church during the latter part of 


* As late as the middle of the 15th century there was a con- 
teft whether the do&rines of Plato or Ariftotle fhoold he pre¬ 
ferred : and Jortin fays, “ I much fear it would be doing no 
“ wrong to the literati of thofe days to fuppofe they had no 
u other efoteric Religion, than what they drew from Plato or 
“ Ariftotle.’* Rem. vol. v. p. 490. 

r Moih. Gccl. Hift. vol. ii. p. 424. 

• Dean Tucker in his letters to Dr. Kippis {ays, “ it is an 
4< undoubted fa& that Peter Lombard’s fumma fententiarum 
4t was in fuch high vogue for feveral ages, as to eclipfe the 
“ Scriptures tbemfelves.” P. Si. 

G 4 the 
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the dark ages. The profeffors of Chriftianity 
* forfook the living fountains, and hewed out 
for themfelves cifterns which could hold no 
water. - Had they confulted the Scriptures 
inftead of the expofitions of philofophers and 
the " perplexed reafonings of prejudiced men ; 
it would have been impoffible that the doc- 


* In the prolegomena to Cave’s Hift. Lit. p. 2, we are in¬ 
formed “ Sacrarum Scripturarum dudium contemptui habitum, 
“ negleftum, et in lingua vulgari prohibitum. Biblia facra 
“ raro vifa, rarius tra&ata, adeo ut femel iterumque tellatur 
“ Erafmus fe producere pofle qui annum egrefli o&ogefimum 
“ tantum aetatis in hujufmodi tricis (fcilicetTheologia fcholadi- 
“ ca) perdiderint, nec unquam contextum evangelicum evol- 
“ verint: idque fe propria experientia quin et ipfis etiam fa- 
44 tentibus comperide.” 

Stafford of Pembroke Hall in Cambridge is faidin 1524 to 
have been the firft, who publicly read ledures out of the Scrip¬ 
tures, whereas before they read only the fentences. Stiype’s 
Memorials, vol. i. p. 48. Confidently with this Erafmus 
fays, ** Ante annos ferme triginta nihil tradebatur in fcliola 
44 Cantabrigienfi pfaeter Alexandrum, parva logicalia (ut 
44 vocant) et vetera ilia Aridotelis didata, Scoticafque quaedio- 
“ nes.”—Jortin’s Life of Erafmus, p. 49,50. 

What books were at length ufed in common life indead of 
the Scriptures may be inferred from hence. “ Englifhmen” 
(we are told in No. 47. of the colledion of records, vol, ii. 
Collier’s Eccl. Hid.) “have in their hands the holy Bible 
44 and the New Tedament in the Mother Tongue indead of the 
“ old fabulous and phantadical books of the Table Round, 
04 Launcelot de Lake, Huou de Bourdeux, Befy of Hampton, 
44 Guy of Warwick, and other fuch; whofe impure filth and 
44 vain fabulofity the light of God has abolifhed.” 

u Peter Abelard and his followers in the 12th century ex¬ 
plained nothing, but obfeured the cleared truths by didin&ions 
and fubdivifions. Jortin’s Rem. vol. v. p. 262, 

trines. 
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trines, which engaged the ftudy of their lives, 
ftiould have formed any part of their creed. 
But the men of authority in the Church (as I 
have above remarked) were contending for 
worldly preeminence, and in a manner which 
was not to be defended upon Gofpel-princi- 
ples. It ought not therefore to be matter of 
wonder that they ihould rather w avail them- 
felves of the learning of the times, than recall 
men of learning to the ftudy of genuine Chrif- 
tianity: it ought not to be matter of wonder 
that they ihould not command philofophers to 
bring their difcordant opinions to the teft of 
infallible truth. On the contrary, it was cer¬ 
tainly part of the artifice of the Romiih 
Church to * prohibit the ufe of the Scriptures 


w Theophilus, Bilhop of Alexandria, confecrated Synelius, 
a learned Platonic philofopher, Bilhop of Ptolemais; though he 
declined the Bilhoprick, declaring that he was a Platonilt, and 
could not receive fome of the doctrines of Chriftianity. Jortin’s 
Rem. vol. iv. p. 243, 244. 

* See in “ Stillingfleet’s council of Trent examined and 
u difproved,” an account of the fteps by which the ufe of the 
Scriptures in the vulgar tongue was denied to the people. 
Having been partially reftrained by particular Popes it was 
publicly forbidden by the Lateran council under Innocent the 
third, and at length finally and folemnly prohibited by the 
council of Trent, p. 51—58. And though Pius the Fourth x 
afterwards permitted the ufe of the Scriptures in the vulgar 
tongue ; yet this permidion was ioon recalled by Pope Clement 
the Eighth. See the preface to King James's Bible, p. 3. 

in 
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in the vulgar tongue and the ordinary expofition 
of them ; a fatal artifice, in which, as well as 
in many others, it was equalled by the 7 Greek 
Communion, which, taught that the Patriarch 
of Conftantinople and his brethren were alone 
authorifed to explain the declarations of Scrip¬ 
ture. 

Human learning fufFered little lefs in the 
end from this confufion of facred and profane 
knowledge, than the ftudy of the Scriptures. 
Before the expiration of the fourth century it 
was decreed in a public * council that Bifhops 
were not to read the books of Heathen writers. 
In the fixth century the teaching of philofophy 
at Athens was abolifhed by Juftinian. And m 
procefs of time the purefl Greek and Latin 
Claffics were erafed to furnifh materials for 
tranfcribing legendary tales, made up of the 
moft incongruous mixture of facred and pro¬ 
fane fpeculations j till at length it was main¬ 
tained that polite * literature ought to be ftig- 


y Mofheim’s Eccl. Hift. vol. iv. p. 249. 

* The 16th canon of the 4th council of Carthage, held 
in the year 398, decrees, •* Epifcopus gentilium libros non 
legat.” 

* Erafmus fays, ** Lovanii quidam non femel publicitus 
99 dixit apud populum linguas et politiores literas efle fontem 
u omnium haerefeon, et ob id earum profeffores fuftibus ejicien- 
u dos ex academia j” and adds what is well worthy of our 

notice, 
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matized and banifhed, as the fountain of all 
herefy. 

To thefe internal caufes of ignorance and 
corruption, which, though not univerfal, were 
at lead: general in their operation, if we add 
the accumulated weight of all thofe 11 foreign 
invafions, general conquefts, and general im¬ 
portations of lavage laws and favage manners ; 
which rendered the times, of which I am 
fpeaking, the mod: unfortunate period of hu¬ 
man exiftence j we (hall not be furprifed at 
fioding that the means pf mental improvement 
were at length fo extenlively deftroyed, as to 
leave feveral different monaderies or fchools 
of learning in poffeffion of no more than c two 


notice, € * et tamen inter illos null us erat qui vel hifceret 
“ adverAis Ecclefiae decreta.” Vol. ix. p. 531. Lugd. Bat. 
1706. 

k Of the Goths, Vandals, and other barbarous conquerors 
Burnet declares, “ Thefe new conquerors, being rude, and igno- 
44 rant, and wholly given to fenfible things; and learning being 
44 univerfally extinguilhed j grofs fuperdidons took place.”— 
Hill, of Ref. vol. ii. p. 63. 

And Jortin fays, that 41 an effect of the government of the 
44 barbarians in the Well was that the Bilhops and the Clergy 
44 became hunters and fighters.” Remarks, vol. v. p. 98. 

e See the fecond dilTertation prefixed by Warton to his Hi (lo¬ 
ry of Englilh Poetry. In it he fays, that 49 one fingle copy of 
4t the Bible, St. Jerome’s Epiilles, and fome volumes ©f 
99 Ecclefiaflical hillory and martyrology often ferved feveral 
M different monafterks.” 


The 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



92 


SERMON III. 


or three books for their common ufe; and we 
lhall eafily be able to account for the worft 
evils of thefe times, and for the want of fuc- 
cefs which attended all the well-meant * ex¬ 
ertions that were made to difperfe the im¬ 
pending cloud of ignorance and fuperftition. 

Thefe obfervations, joined to others on what 
may be coniidered as the effects of fuch a ge¬ 
neral ftate of the Chriftian world;—on the 
rife and eftablifliment of the pretenfions of the 
Romifh Church, of which we formed a de¬ 
pendent part, and which confpicuoully pre- 
ferved and tranfmitted the regular profeffion, 
while it corrupted in many inftances the pu¬ 
rity, of Chriftianity j—on the Eaftern Church, 
which was feparated through thefe pretenfions 
from weftern Chriftendom and the influence 
of this feparation on both communions;— 
and on as much befides of the internal and 
external ftate of the Church, as is contained 
within a fhort view both of the dod/trines of 
our Religion which it particularly defended or 
corrupted, and of the oppofition which it en¬ 
countered from foreign enemies ; may perhaps 


The libraries of the religious houfes in Syria are at prefent 
of nearly the fame extent. 

Volney’s Travels, vol. ii. p. 448. Engl. Edit. 
4 By Alfred, Charlemagne, William the Conqueror, &c. 

give 
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give us an imperfedt {ketch of the religious 
hiftory of this period : they certainly will con¬ 
tribute to free pure Chriftianity from cenfure, 
and enable us to give an anfwer to every man 
that afketh us a reafon of the Hope that is in 
us j as far as this Hope is connected with the 
part of religious hiftory under our prefent 
confideration. 

That enormous aggregate of power, which 
was poftefted by the Bilhops of Rome in the 
times immediately preceding the reformation, 
was the effedt in a great degree of the caufes 
above ftated: but it was not the production 
of a fingle age, nor indeed the entire produc¬ 
tion of the ages which fucceeded the time of 
Conftantine. It founded its prefumptuous 
claims on the authority which St Peter was 
fuppofed to poffefs and to tranfmit to his fuc- 
ceffors. Whatever be the meaning of the 
* words, which our Saviour addreffed to St. 
Peter when this Apoftle confefled that he was 
the Son of God j as they proceeded from one 
who had declared that his Kingdom was not 
of this world, they could not mean to confer 
temporal power upon the Apoftle: nor is it 


• Matt. xvi. 18. 


probable 
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probable that they were defigned to confer any 
fpiritual fuperiority, much lefs any affurance of 
infallibility upon him. Our blefled Saviour, 
as if to caution his Difciples beforehand againft 
the evils which would arife from difputes 
among the future rulers of his Church “ who 
" fhould be greateft,” exprefsly f forbad fuch 
ambition among them j declaring that he who 
defired to be firft fhould be laft of all, and 
recommending to their imitation the unaffum- 
ing fimplicity of a little child. It is therefore 
exceedingly improbable, if not impoflible, that 
he fhould fet up one of his Difciples to be the 
fpiritual head of all the others. He himfelf 
was to be the fpiritual s Matter to whom they 
were to look: 'and the Holy Ghoft was to 
compenfate for the want of his immediate and 
perfonal appearance by extraordinary gifts in 
the firft ages, and by the infpired writings 
which were an effedt of thofe gifts and were 
to fupply their place in future times. Confift- 
ently with this, St. Peter appears to have had 
no precedence in the council of the Apoftles at 
Jerufalem. St. Paul alfo declares of himfelf 
that k “ in nothing was he behind the very 

f Mark ix. 34, &c. * Matt, xxiii. 8. 

h 2 Cor. xii. 11. 

Again when St. Paul mentions (Gal. ii. 9.) James, Cephas, 

and 
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chiefeft Apoftles :”and he withftoodSt. Peter 
to the face for a reafon which deftroys every 
idea of his infallibility, 1 “becaufe he was to be 
“ blamed." Betides, St. Paul had the Gofpel 
of the k uncircumcifion committed to him in 
the fame manner as that of the circumcifion 
was to St. Peter: and both he and the other 
Apoftles appear at all times to aft independently 
of every other fpiritual head than Chrift. But 
of whatever nature St. Peter’s authority and 
preeminence might be; they ought in reality 
to confer nothing of either on the Bifhops of 
Rome. 1 ** It is doubtful whether St. Peter 
“ ever was at Rome; but that he fixed his 
“ chair there is a very idle and groundlefs ima- 
“ gination." Eufebius indeed fays that St. 
Peter came to Rome in the xJays of Claudius: 

and John, who Teemed to be pillars, he makes nodiftin&ion in 
favour of Cephas (or Peter) nor does he mention him before 
the others. 

* Gal. ii. li. k Gal. ii. 7. 

1 Bp. Bull’s Vindication of the Church of England, 8vo. 
p. 139. 

Archbifltop Cranmer alfo fays it was not certain that St. 
Peter ever was at Rome. Burnet’s Hill, of the Reformation, 
vol. i. p. 175. 

Stillingfleet in his Orig. Britan, fpeaks nearly to the lame 
effed, concluding at length with an approbation of Ladan- 
tius’s opinion that St. Peter certainly did not come to Rome 
till the reign of Nero nor lohg before his martyrdom, p. 4$ 
—48. 


but 
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but he “ feems to have received this from the 
authority of Papias, who was a credulous wri¬ 
ter. However in procefs of time, as the digni¬ 
ty no lefs than the opulence of cities attaches 
itfelf to the perfons of thofe who fill important 
ftations in them j and as the Church of Rome 
was the 0 only Weftern Church which afpired 
to the credit of Apoftolical foundation; the 
Biihops of Rome began to be regarded with 
peculiar refpedt and a 0 titular kind of pre¬ 
eminence was tacitly allowed them. St. Peter 
alfo, once prefumed to have been the firft Bifliop 
of that See, was admitted in fucceeding times 
to have been fo without contradiction. And 

1 


Bp. Bull’s vindication of the Church of England, p. 139. 
See concerning the credulity of Papias, Eufeb. Hill. Eccl. 
1. iii. c. 39. 

n See Waterland’s Lady Moyer’s Sermons, p. 326.^ 

0 Molheim’s Eccl. Hid. vol. i. p. 264. That this preemi¬ 
nence was only titular may be inferred from hence: it was de¬ 
clared by the general council at Nice, that “ the Patriarchs of 
*• Alexandria and Antioch had the fame authority over the 
“ countries round them, that he of Rome had over thofe that 
4 * lay about that city.” Burnet’s Hill, of the Ref. vol. i. 
p. 138. And this titular preeminence the Greeks were to the 
lad diipofed to admix, viz. “ Papam ordine, non dignitate 
“ praecedere.” Cave’s Hid. Lit. vol. ii. Saec. Synod. 
P- 234. 

T. Smith alfo in his account of the Greek Church admits 
(p. 2.) a priority of Dignity in the See of Rome ; though he 
alferts (p. 80.) the perfeft equality of the Patriarch of Con* 
ftauinople with the Pope. ^ . 


-t*r- 
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as appeals were made in civil matters from 
different parts of the Empire to the Imperial 
city; fo they were alfo made in matters refpett- 
ing Chriftianity. Probably too thefe latter 
may be traced more frequently in the early 
ages} becaufe, notwith(landing the corrupt 
(late of the Romifh Church in fubfequent 
times, it is notorious that (he was f Angularly 
free from the early herefies. The fuppoied fuc- 
ceffors of St. Peter foon availed themfelves of 
the power, which thefe proofs of refpeCt ap¬ 
peared to acknowledge in them; and pro¬ 
ceeded to iffue directions and menaces to dif- 
tant parts of the Chriftian world. Thefe in¬ 
terpolations were by no means received with 
approbation or with filent acquiefcence. As 
early as in the fecond century they excited the 
refentment and cenfure * both of Irenaeus and 

* Sozoxnen, Hid. Eccl. 1 . iii. c. 6, and 13, and !. vi. c. 23. 
Reading’s Edit. 

StiLlingfleet’s Orig. Britan, p. 226. 

Waterland’s Lady Moyer’s Sermons, p. 327. 

* Eipiwwoff 0 Avy&iHi nj e i» TaXXtx tmrxoiros t¥ Btxlo^o; irtro- 
Xvf ytppaw; xartfyap,tp, ptfA^apepoi avrn ryp Sipp orjjra, x. r X. 
Socrates, Hift. Eccl. 1 . v. c. 22. Reading’s Edit. 

Polycrates expreffed a fimilar difapprobntion of the condu& of 
the Biihop of Rome, and on the fame occafion. Heylyn’s Re¬ 
form. juftified, p. 270. 

H Poly- 
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Polycrates. And in the third century f Cyprian 
oppofed with great refolution the incroach- 
ments of the Bilhops of Rome ; refufing as 
Bifhop of Carthage to defend himfelf in an- 
fwer to an appeal which had been received * 
at Rome againft him; and declaring that all 
Bilhops were equal in power. But remon- 
llrances, and repeated decrees of early * coun¬ 
cils, were not fufficient to counteract a power 
which was fure of being fupported by the 
paffions and interefts of mankind. Even Atha- 


r Cyprian fays on the fubjeft, “ Statutum fit omnibus nobis 
“ et aequum fit pariter ac juftum, ut unius cujufque caufa illic 
44 audiatur ubi eft crimen admiflitm ; et fingulis paftoribus por- 
“ tio grcgis fit adfcripta, quam regat unufquifque et gubernet, 
“ rationem fui aftus Domino redditurus: oportet utique eos 
44 quibus praefumus non circumcurfare nec epifcoporum concor- 
** diam cohaerentem fua firbdola et fallaci temeritate collidere, 
44 fed agere illic caufam fuam, ubi et accufatores habere et teftes 
•* fui criminis poflent.” Epift. 55. Edit. Paris. 1726. p. 86. 

And again he fays, 44 habet in ecclefiae adminiftratione vo- 
44 luntatis fuse arbitrium liberum unufquifque praepofitus, ratio- 
41 nem a&us fui Domino redditurus.” Epift. 72. p. 129. ad fi- 
nem. 

Hence Jortin fays of St. Cyprian, 44 if his authority be any 
44 thing, the Pope’s authority is nothing : he hath cut it up from 
44 the root by ellabJilhing the parity of Bilhops.” 2d Charge, 
Sermons, vol. vii. p. 394. 

* Of the fecond general council and that at Milevis—See 
Burnet’s Hift. vol. i. p. 138—9. Collier’s Eccl. Hill. vol. i. 
p. 27 and 128. Cave’s Hift. Lit. vol. i. p. 560. and Bing¬ 
ham’s Antiquities, b. ix. c. 1. fett. 13. 


nafius. 
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nafrus, when obliged to leave Alexandria, * re¬ 
tired to Rome and contributed to aggrandize 
the Bifhop of that See by appealing to him. 
Indeed it may be remarked of both the 
" Eaftern and the ’African Clergy, that, 
whenever they were unable to fupport either 
themfelves or their doctrines, they were al¬ 
ways forward to appeal to the Roman Pontiff. 
Befides, after the civil eftablifhment of Chrif- 
tianity the Bifhops of Rome had not only the 
x Imperial fanttion for their titular preemi¬ 
nence, and a full fhare of the legal y power 
which the Church now derived from the 
ftate i they had alfo the moft favourable op- 


x Sozomen fays in his Eccl. Hift. ** a^tKOfjavof h £; avTvi 
u A Bccpccenop $Ao<pforut{ i&£a»7o kcu •mpog avraf rnt kut ttvrot iiXxoy 

<c hxrif" 1 . iii. c. 7, See alfo Socrates, Hill. Eccl. 1 . ii. c. ii. 
u Socrates, Hill. Eccl. 1 . iv. c. 12. 

w See a claim addrefled in the 5th century to the African 
Clergy by a Bifhop of Rome, in which he afTerts his Right 
thus to receive appeals and to decide on all occaftons. Cave’s 
Hift. Lit. vol. i. p. 394. 
x Molheim, vol. i. p. 331. 

7 One of the branches of this legal power, which contri¬ 
buted exceedingly in future ages to the temporal preeminence of 
the Clergy, was the right which Conftantine gave perfons, con¬ 
tending in law, to remove their caufes out of the civil courts 
and to appeal to the judgment of the Bifhops ; whofe lentence 
in this cafe was to have the fame authority as if it had been 
decreed by the Emperour himfelf. Sozomen, Hift. Eccl. 1 . i. 
c. 9. See fome account of the fubfequent effects of this con- 
ceffion in Father Paul’s Hift. of the Council of Trent, tranllated 
by Brent, p. 312, 313. 

H 2 portunity 
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portunity of increafing this power by the re¬ 
moval of the refidence of the Emperours to the 
Eaftern parts of their Dominions. The Papal 
encroachments found likewife from time to 
time protection in the difofdered ftate of the 
Weftern world ariling from the inundation 
of Barbarians ; and precedent in the example 
of unlimited power conferred by the Celtic 
Barbarians on their “Arch-Druid. They had 
moreover not only ecclefiaftical pretentions 
for their fupport: thefe, through the favours 
which they conferred by abfolving the con- 
fciences of guilty Princes and by afiifting them 
with anathemas againft their enemies, procured 
in the eighth century for the Bifhoprick of 
Rome large * donations of land, and railed it 
- to the fubftantial power of a temporal Sove¬ 
reignty. 

During the progrefs of thefe circumftances, 
who can wonder that the Roman Pontiffs 
fhould aflert their fuperiority to the civil 
power by withholding from the Emperour the 
ufual tribute at their ” election, and afterwards 
by e declaiming all dependance upon his au- 

* Jortin’s Rem. vol. iv. p. 441. 

a From Pepin, 

. b This was done by Agatho in the 7th century. 

c This happened in the eighth century under the Popedom 
of Gregory the fecond and third. Mofh.Vol. ii. p. 26a—3. 

thority: 
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thority : or that thefe Pontiffs, having laid the 
foundation for a reparation between the Eaft- 
ern and Weftern Churches by a excommu¬ 
nicating the Bifhop of Conftantinople, fhould 
both actually * pronounce this reparation when 
the Eaftern Chriftians refufed to join with 
them in the worfhip of images, and finally 
confummate the unhappy breach by new and 
unrecalled anathemas as foon as their ufurped 
dominion was endangered by the interference 
of the Greek Patriarch in f parts of the Latin 
communion ? 

In the mean time alio the watchful policy 
of the Romifh Church failed not to grafp at 
all the different means, both internal and ex¬ 
ternal, which offered themfelves to fecure the 
power that fhe claimed and to impofe its 
decifions upon the Chriftian world. As if the 
general influence over the Weftern Church, 
which the Bifhops of it had imperceptibly 

4 Felix Bifhop of Rome excommunicated Acacius Bifhop of 
Conftantinople about the end of the fifth century. 

e See Molh. vol. ii. p. 262—3. 

f In Illyricum, Macedonia, Epirus, Achaia, Theffaly, and 
Sicily : and about the year 862. Mofh. vol. ii. p. 352. 

Cave calls it the controverfia Bulgariana, and fays of it— 
“ Quantas turbas excitaverit controverfia hsc Bulgariana hifto« 
“ rise hujus faeculi (fcil. noni) non prorfus ignaris fatis conflat. 
“ Hinc rupta deinceps penitus concordia, natumque fchifma 
“ nullo forte fieculo extinguendum.” Hift. Liter, vol. ii. 
p.s. 

H 3 given 
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given to the See of Rome, was not a fufficient 
fupport for the Papal Dominion; no fooner 
had the fucceffors of thofe * pious Monks, who 
in times of perfecution had fled from the habi¬ 
tations of fociety or who in future times had 
withdrawn through erroneous notions of Chrif- 
tianity to a life of mortification, made them- 
felves confiderable by their numbers, their 
pofieflions, and the acquifition of all the learn¬ 
ing of their times ; than the Church of Rome 
immediately h detached them from the jurif- 
didtion of their refpedtive Prelates, and formed 
them into independent communities which 
were every where to obey the orders and en¬ 
force the authority of the fupreme Pontiff. 
But this was a lefs injurious device for the 
eftablifhment of Papal power, than prefents 
itfelf to us in the fatal 1 reftraints impofed 
with regard to the ufe of the Scriptures in the 
common language j and in the difpenfations 
and indulgences ; no lefs than the k excom- 

* See what is faid concerning the Monks of Egypt by Eufe- 
bius, Hill. Eccl. 1 . ii. c. 17. 

See alfo Bingham’s Antiquities, b. viii. c. 1. fe£l. 4. 

h This happened in the feventh century, as Mofheim fays, 
vol. ii. p. 172. See concerring it Collier’s Eccl. Hill. vol. i. 
p. 388. And, concerning the original fubjedlion of Monks to 
the Bilhops of their own diocefe, fee Bingham’s Antiquities, 
b. ii. c. 4. fedt. 2. and b. vii. c. 3. fedl. 17. 

* See note *, page 89. 

k It was a prevailing opinion that he who was excommu¬ 
nicated 
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munications, penances, holy wars, and 1 per- 
fecutions, which proceeding in the end to the 
moft horrid extravagance diffufed lafting im¬ 
piety, immorality, and cruelty through all the 
different orders of fociety. But indeed what 
lefs was to be expected from the continued and 
almoft uninterrupted advances, which the 
Papal power had for many ages been making; 
and from the profligacy of the Bifliops by 
whom it was finally eftablifhed ? The Prelates, 
who filled the Apoftolical chair about the ninth 
and tenth centuries, have furniftied the enemies 
of Chriftianity, no lefs than the enemies of the 
abufes of it, with inexhauftible matter of in- • 
vedtive. They feem to have been permitted 
by Providence to prove the extreme folly, as 
well as blafphemy, of thofe pretenfions to 

nicated forfeited all the rights not only of a citizen, but alio of 
an human creature. Jortin’s 3d charge, Sermons, vol. vii. 
P -4 * 7 - 

1 Burnet fays, €t The fird indance of feverity on men’s 
“ bodies, which was not cenfured by the Church, was in the 
“ fifth” (rather the fixth) ft century under Judin the firft, who 
€t ordered the tongue of Severus (who had been Patriarch of 
“ Antioch, but did daily anathematife the Council of Chalce- 
•* don) to be cut out—And that it was not before the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries that fuch cruelties were raifed 
to their utmoft extravagance by being in Hided on num¬ 
bers of fimple and innocent perfons. 

Hid. of the Ref. vol. i. p. 24* 

As late as in the fixteenth century the Pope wifhed to intro¬ 
duce the inquifition into every country of Chridendom, Burnet's 
Hid. vol. ii* p. 347. 

H 4 infalli- 
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infallibility which have been made for the 
Bilhops of that See. *« There was a m fucceflion 
(lays Stillingfleet) of not lefs than fifty Bit 
** Ihops fo remarkable for their wickednefi 
*' that Annas and Caiaphas (fetting only afide 
** their condemning Chrift) were faints in cora- 
parifon of them.” It muft be confefled how¬ 
ever, that among the Bilhops of Rome after the 
commencement of the eleventh century there 
were many, who were diftinguilhed by their zeal 
for the recovery of the difeipline of the Church 
and the honour of the holy See. But fuch 
was the ultimate tendency of "ieir zeal, that 
we may almoft join with thofe “ writers, who 
pronounce their virtues to have been more 
detrimental to mankind than the vices of their 
predeceffors. They appear to have taken it 
for granted, that whatever authority had been 
either exercifed or claimed by their predecefiors 
belonged of right to their Church. And ef¬ 
fectual means had been left them to perfuade 
fuperltitious and illiterate ages of the jufticeof 


* Sermon 1 ft, vol. ii. 8vo. p. 49. Edit. 1697. 

Jortin fays of this period, “ The Prelates and Clergy were 
** in general as ignorant and profligate as can well be conceived: 
• c and the Popes were not men but devils.” Rem. vol. v. 
P-* 3 - 

“ Jortin : 3d Charge, Sermons, vol. vii. p. 421. Mr. 
Gibbon, ice . 

their 
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their pretentions by the * forgeries, which had 
been contrived to fanttion all their temporal 
and fpiritual claims and which were actually 
received for many ages as genuine productions. 
And though Gregory the Seventh may be con- 
fidered as having carried the Papal power to its 
height, and as having fubftantiated in the ele¬ 
venth century the Papal p right of interfering 
and deciding univerfally in both civil and reli¬ 
gious concerns ; yet Papal infolence feems to 
have extended itfelf under its fuccetiors in the 
4 following centuries, and was not carried to its 
extreme height till the Pope was explicitly de¬ 
clared to be fuperior to general councils, and 
his infallibility was ' publicly propofed and ac- 

° The forgeries of the donation of Conftantine and the de¬ 
cretals of liidorus. 

Cardinal Cufarms himfelf fays of the former, “ reperi in ipfa 
“ feriptura manifefta argumenta confiftionis et falfitatis.” 

Jewell’s Works, p. 369. 

The latter were fuppofed to contain the decrees of fixty 
Bifhops from Clement to Stricius. Blondel has moll fully 
proved the forgery of them and it is confefled by Steph. Balu- 
zius—Cave’s HifL Lit. vol. ii. p. 21. It is even confelTed by 
Baronius, Annal. ad an. 865. 

Thefe forgeries however were not fully detefted before the 
Reformation. 

* Moftieim gives fome account of the Di&atos Hrldebrandini, 
or what may be fuppofed to have been Gregory’s principles of 
Papal Government, vol. ii. p. 491 • 

* Particularly in the thirteenth century under Innocent the 
Third, &c. 

r See the arguments advanced on this fubjeft by Laynez, 
General of the Jefuits, and fupported by the other advocates 

for 
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knowledged in the fixteenth century. It would 
be eafy to add more obfervations on the con¬ 
duct of particular Bilhops of Rome, by which 
the Papal power was eftablifhed : but the truth 
with regard to thofe Bilhops is, that all of 
them laboured to extend their jurifdittion and 
uniformly carried on the fame fcheme. One 


for the Papal pretenfions: Father Paul’s Hift. of the Council of 
Trent, p. 570—5. See alfo Bp. Jewell’s Epift. de Concil. 
Trident. §. 25. 

It may be thought llrange that this offenfive claim Ihould be 
made at a time when the Papacy was fo rudely attacked by the 
reformers: but the Church of Rome a&ed about this time in 
the fame imprudent manner with regard alfo to its other claims. 
“ In the year 1534, Pope Clement the 7th was not afhamed to 
“ grant to his nephew Hippolitus Cardinal de Medicis all the 
“ benefices of the world, iecular and regular, dignities and 
“ perfonages, fimple and with cure, being vacant, for fix 
“ months to begin from the firft day of his pofleflion, with 
“ power to difpofe of and convert to his ufe all the fruits”— 
Father Paul’s Hift. p. 235. And in 1556 the Pope declared 
“ he would change Kingdoms at his pleafure, that he had made 
“ Ireland a Kingdom, that all Princes were under his feet, and 
“ that he would allow no Prince to be his companion, nor to 
“ be too familiar with him.” Burnet’s Hift. vol. ii. p. 342—3. 
Indeed Bp. Jewell ftates, that the proportion, alferted about 
this time to fublift between the Emperour’s and the Pope’s 
power, was as one to feventy feven. Jewell’s Apology for the 
Church of England, p. 73, and elfewhere. 

And, to complete the whole. Cardinal Bellarmine afferts that 
the only reafon why the early Chriftians did not depofe Nero, 
Dioclefian, and Julian, was becaufe they wanted means to effedfc 
it. This is mentioned and well refuted by Cave in his M Pri- 

mitive Chriftianity,” vol.ii. p. 349—351. 


encroach- 
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* encroachment followed another; till at length, 
aided by the circumftances above mentioned 
and various others, they were enabled to op- 
prefs all Weftern Christendom, and to crufh 
for many ages every attempt to revive a fpirit 
of moderation in the rulers of the Church, 
and the true knowledge and practice of Chrif- 
tianity among its different members. The 
corruption and ignorance, which enfued, were 
in the end fuch, that, as we are * told, ** the 
** world was pofleffed with a conceit that there 
“ was a trick for faving fouls befides that plain 
«* method, which Chrift had taught; and that 
“ the Priefts had the Secret of it in their 
“ hands.” 

Whatever friendly agreement there might 
be between the Bifhops of Rome and other 
Bifhops in the commencement of their power ; 
no agreement could at length be maintained 
with the Romifh Church, except by fubmif- 
fion. And various reafons contributed to hinder 
this in the Clergy of the Eaft. The want of 
juft foundation in the Papal power could not 
be unknown to the Patriarchs of Constanti¬ 
nople : and thefe Patriarchs were not the lefs 


• See Jortin’s Rem. vol. v. p. 349. 

1 Barnet’s Hift. vol. ii*p. 74. 

Strenuous 
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ftrenuous to " retort the anathemas, by which 
they were feparated from the Romilh com¬ 
munion, and to defend their own power, be* 
caufe (as is w remarked of them) they were 
fingularly tolerant in the exercife of it. The 
vicinity of the Imperial court alfo, which 
hindered the Bifhops of Conftantinople from 
acquiring civil power, contributed in no fmall 
degree to protect them again ft the arbitrary 
encroachments of other Churches. Betides, 
the * fplendour itfelf of this court created in all, 
who lived within its influence and protection, 
fuch a pride, as wa6 little inferior to that of 
the Romifli Church and would fubmit to the 
dictates of no foreign Eccleiiaftic. There was 
moreover a fixed contempt, with which the 
Greeks affeCted to treat their lefs learned 
brethren of the Weft, which irrefiftibly pre¬ 
vented their fubmiffion in matters of religious 
controverfy. The Greek Clergy, though in¬ 
volved jn nearly a common y ignorance of true 


* This was done by Acacius, Photius, and Michael Cerula- 
rius. Mofh. vol.ii. p. 84, 351, 555. 

7 w Socrates, Hift. Eccl. 1 . vii. c. 11. 

x The account which may be collected from Chryfoftom’s 
works of this fplendour almoft exceeds belief. 

y The Greeks and Latins feem to have agreed in the darker 
ages that the elTcnce and life of Religion confided in image- 

worlhip. 
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Chriftianity with the whole Chriftian world, 
were certainly more learned in other refpedta 
and more grave than thole of the Latin com¬ 
munion. Some few indeed of the dignified 
Clergy among the Latins were in no refpedk 
inferior to the mod celebrated of the Greeks; 
but thefe Latins furpafled the other members 
of the Weftern Church * beyond all companion. 
The prejudices, arifing in the minds of the 
Greeks from all thefe circumftances, made 
them amidft their diltrefs repeatedly refill the 
felicitations of a thofe among their Emperours, 
who wilhed to purchafe the alfiltance of the 
Franks by the dependence of their Church: 
and joined to other prejudices, excited by the 
oppreffive b Reign of the Latins in Conllanti- 
nople and by mutual perfecution, made them 
to the very laft, even in the extreniity of their 


worlhip, in honouring dead faints, in collefting relics, in en^ 
riching the Church, and other fuch exertions of piety. 

Mofheim, vol. ii. p. 417. 
And Jortin calls the Biftiops at the fecond council of Nice, 
who reeftablilhed image-worfhip in the Eaft in the 8th century, 
44 the moft lying and fenfelefs blockheads upon the face of the 
4( earth . 99 Rem. vol. iv. p. 466. 

z This was remarkably true in England in the 13th and 14th 
centuries. See the fecond differtation prefixed to Warton’s 
Hiftory of Englilh Poetry. 

a This happened both to Michael and John Palaeologus. 
b For the fixty years, during which the Crufaders kept pof- 
feffion of Coniiantinople. 
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liege, difdain to hear of fuccour which was to 
be obtained by fubmiflion to the Roman Pontiff. 

The influence, which this iituation of the 
two Communions mull have had on their doc¬ 
trines, is very obvious. I. have before re¬ 
marked that one pernicious confequence of 
difputes between the Rulers of the Church 
was the want of purity, which thenceforth 
prevailed throughout the Chriftian world. 
The pretenfions of the Latin and Greek 
Churches, and the particular * dodtrines in 


e The fatal confcquences of this ftate of the Chriftian Church 
(hewed themfelves foon after the days of Conftantine. The 
dottrines of Arianifm, which prevailed at Conftantinople under 
Conftantius and fome of his fucceflbrs, were fo powerfully ira- 
prelfed on Ulphilas, when he came thither on an embafly from 
the Goths, and were fo fuccesfully propagated by him among 
his countryme^ that the Arian herefy maintained itfelf much 
longer among them, and, through their means, among other 
Northern nations, than in any other communities. Theodoret 
in his Eccl. Hift. fays of Ulphilas’s converfion to Arianifm, 

** Kecr txtuor to * Xfovo> Ot/X^tAaf a,vrv» [TorBtJt (cilicet) 

“ xo7to? w, u pacha, mt&orro, xa\ rag ixhvu Xoyyj axitnref vir&*(A- 
** Gctvov tofxtif' Tbrov xcu X© yoif xetraxrjXnoa^ Et/^ofio; xcu 
<c &X« mo-af *31100.1 •jragtoxsva.oi vug Bafietpys @*otXwf xoivunav 
* ( euriruoaoBai* timot Jk, (pnooti *x (fiXor^iag ytytmoSeti tdv epu>, 
** hyparu* & /xyhfAton tirou ha^Ofav. L. iv. C. 37. Reading* 
See alfo Sozomen, Hift. Eccl. 1 . vi. c. 37. 

Sozomen afterwards clearly afferts that Ulphilas was the 
great caufe of the prevalence and continuance of Arianifm 
among the nations of the North, Hift. Eccl. 1 . vii. c. 17. 
Where fpeaking of the divifions of the Arians he calls one 
of them that of the Goth?, adding “ YqtSvp xaSort xa» 

€< 
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which they oppofed each other whether im¬ 
portant or not, were the fubjedts more earneftly 
inculcated among themfelves and enforced on 
their converts and dependants, than the great 
and fundamental dodlrines of Chriftianity. 
When therefore the northern 4 nations of 
Europe were converted by thefe Churches, 
they may be faid not fo much to have been 
converted to Chriftianity in general, as to the 
peculiar and diftinguifhing tenets of the 
Romifti or Greek Communion: and this too, 
at the moft degenerate period of both thofe 
Communions. No wonder then that the 
fword was the inftrument, by which Chrif¬ 
tianity was propagated among many of thefe 

• 

94 ZiXiiof, o wr m tmcKowot, ofMiug th$a£if m MraxoXt&ja-amf 
“ h rural mount j3<xp£«poi crvv uvroi: t>ocKti<Ti<x£ov' mt^not, 

u ycif ik t at (xotfarct ry irvyya.m vvo^u^u rt yuofxtyu km 

€t hewo%y OvXfiXet, m irccf avroif x. r. A. 

4 Bulgaria, Hungary,Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Poland, and Rufiia. 

Molheim charges Boniface the Apoftle of the Germans with 
an exceflive zeal for increasing the Honours and pretenfions of 
the facerdotal order and a profound ignorance of many things, 
of which the knowledge was abfolutely neceflary in an Apoftle ; 
and particularly of the true nature and genius of the Chriftian 
Religion, vol. ii. p. 207. 

See alio in Cave’s Hift. Lit. a Letter from Joannes Smera 
Polovecius, giving an account of the corruptions of the Latin 
and Greek Churches; and addrefled to the King of the Ruf¬ 
fians, when he and his Kingdom were converted to the Greek 
Church. Vol. ii. p. 113- 


nations; 
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nations 3 and that this fhould fini(h in * Li¬ 
thuania the converlion of northern Europe in 
the fourteenth century. However, though 
the contefts between the Weftern and Eaftern 
Chriftians were productive of many evils 3 they 
produced alfo fome coniiderable good. They 
hindered all parties from corrupting the Scrip¬ 
tures through fear of detection. They kept 
alive fome literary enquiries 3 and the fpirit, 
with which they were carried on, powerfully 
urged the different difputants to exert at times 
their utmoft abilities. Befides, the unfucceff- 
ful attempts, which were made to fupprefs 
thefe contentions and to effeCt an union of 
opinion among Chriftians that there might 
be an union of operation alfo among them 
againft their common enemies, were productive 
of excellent confequences. The embaflies fent 
by the Greek Emperours into the Weft, and 
their journeys thither at three different times, 
tended effectually to recall the attention of the 
Latins to f Greek literature 3 and, by difperf- 


c This may be conceded to Mr. Gibbon, without giving 
him the lead advantage over real Chriftianity. See his Hiftory, 
vol. v. p. 577. 

f The Greek language had been exiled from Italy upwards 
of 700 years, when Emanuel Chryfoloras (who had been fent 
by John Palgeolpgus Emperour of Conftantinople to implore 
the affiftance of the weftern Chriftians) fet about the reftoration 
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ing among them the means of cultivating it, 
prepared the way for that Reformation which 
was to fucceed and remedy the evils of this 
unhappy period. 

The dodtrines, which declare the internal 
ftate of the Church, and which'were particu¬ 
larly defended or corrupted during the ages 
that fill up the long period from Conftantine 
to the Reformation, confift either of thofe 
fundamental dodtrines of our Religion, which 
refpedt the Trinity, the perfon and natures of 
our Saviour, and other important articles of the 
fame kind which are received and profefied by 
ourfelves at prefent ; or of thofe corruptions 
of Chriftianity which became in fubfequent 
times the fubjedt of our Reformation. The 
former (hew the effedts of the degeneracy of 
the Chriftian world by the manner in which 
they were defended : the latter by their very 
nature and exiflence. The former had the 
advantage of being finally eftablifhed in the 
earlier and lefs darkened part of this period. 
And certainly we have reafon to blefs God 
that they were then eftablifhed; whatever the 

of it in that country. See Port Royal Greek Grammar, Pref. 
p. 9. and 12. 

I enemies 
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